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6KH FDPH WR KHU VHQVHV EDUHO DEOH WR VHH 7KH OLJKW UHDFKLQJ

LQWR WKH FHOO ZDV PLOG DQG TXLWH ZHDN VHHSLQJ WKURXJK FUDFNV

RI WKH GRRU DQG WKH VPDOO FORVHG ZLQGRZ KLGGHQ EHKLQG UXVWHG

EDUV 7KH ZLQGRZ LWVHOI UDUHO RSHQ RQO WR UHYHDO 0RUGHN V XJO

IDFH HYHU QRZ DQG WKHQ DV KH PDGH VXUH VKH ZDV VWLOO DPRQJ WKH

OLYLQJ ,W ZDV EHFRPLQJ LQFUHDVLQJO KDUGHU IRU KHU WR GLVDSSRLQW

KLP WR NHHS JULQQLQJ XS XQWLO KH ZRXOG HQWHU WKH FHOO LQ RUGHU

WR ZKLS KHU (YHQ WKRXJK VKH ZHQW WKURXJK KHOO HYHU WLPH WKH

GRRU RSHQHG VKH DOVR KDG D EULHI JOLPPHU RI OLJKW DQG KRSH

MXVW HQRXJK WR NHHS KHU VDQH

6KH ZDV YHU JUDWHIXO IRU WKH GDUNQHVV VKURXGLQJ KHU

bruises, concealing her wounds as well as her �lth. She was also
TXLWH JUDWHIXO IRU KHU QXPEHG RXW VHQVHV DOORZLQJ KHU WR HQGXUH

0RUGHN V LQFUHDVLQJO IUHTXHQW SXQLVKPHQWV H FOHDUO GLGQ W

KDYH WKH /RUG V DSSURYDO WR SHUPDQHQWO GHELOLWDWH KHU DQG

in ict serious harm, otherwise he would have done so long ago.
,QVWHDG KH UHVRUWHG WR UHVWULFWLQJ KHU RI IRRG DQG ZDWHU DV PXFK

DV SRVVLEOH WR PDNH XS IRU WKH ODFN RI SURSHU WRUWXUH EXW HYHQ

WKDW GLGQ W EUHDN KHU VSLULW V WLPH ZHQW RQ VKH JRW XVHG WR WKH

PLVHUDEOH FRQGLWLRQV ZLWKLQ KHU GXQJHRQ IURP WKH XQEHDUDEOH

FROG GRZQ WR WKH VWHQFK RI WKH VWDOH DLU

W WKH PRPHQW VKH ZDV GHVSHUDWHO FUDYLQJ IRU D GULQN EXW

GHFLGHG QRW WR PRYH KHU ZRUQ RXW ERG MXVW HW KDYLQJ KHDUG D

tiny set of paws clawing across the oor, heading her way. A rat
had stumbled out from one of the holes near the oor. She held
KHU EUHDWK SDWLHQWO ZDLWLQJ IRU KLP WR DSSURDFK DV VKH EDUHO



PRYHG KHU H HV DURXQG 6KH VSRWWHG KLP VWRSSLQJ MXVW D VWHS

outside her reach, a tiny shadow snif�ng the air.
‘‘Come closer’’ VKH WKRXJKW LQ HDUQHVW ‘‘Please come closer.’’ 7KH

UDW KHVLWDWHG IRU D ZKLOH WKHQ EHJDQ VORZO VQHDNLQJ KLV ZD WR

WKH FRUSVH RU DW OHDVW WKDW V ZKDW KH SHUFHLYHG KHU WR EH IHZ

WLQ VWHSV WKHQ D EULHI VWRS WR VQLII WKH DLU WKHQ D IHZ PRUH

VWHSV VORZO EXW VXUHO WKH WLS RI KLV QRVH UHDFKHG IRU KHU IRRW

6KH VXSSUHVVHG KHU LPSXOVHV DQG UHIXVHG WR PRYH WKLV ZDVQ W

the �rst time.
)XUWKHU VWHSV HFKRHG LQ WKH VLOHQFH DV VKH IHOW KLV ZKLVNHUV

VOLGLQJ DORQJ KHU WKLJK H ZDV KHDGLQJ IRU KHU VWRPDFK EXW KH

GLGQ W FOLPE XS RQ KHU ERG ZKLFK ZDV PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK IRU

her to �gure his intentions out. He was clearly heading towards
RQH RI WKH ZRXQGV XQGHUQHDWK KHU ULJKW DUPSLW WKH VPHOO RI

IUHVK EORRG REYLRXVO DWWUDFWLQJ KLP 6KH JDYH KLP DOO WKH WLPH

LQ WKH ZRUOG WR DSSURDFK GDUWLQJ DIWHU KLP DW WKH ODVW SRVVLEOH

PRPHQW IDVWHU WKDQ KH FRXOG UHDFW H LQVWDQWO EHJDQ VTXHDOLQJ

DQG VFUHHFKLQJ LQ D IXWLOH DWWHPSW WR ELWH KHU DQG EUHDN IUHH DV

VKH TXLFNO EURXJKW KLP XS WR KHU PRXWK DQG WRRN D KDUG ELWH

DW KLV QHFN ‘‘Damn it, I missed the spine’’ VKH JURDQHG DV VKH GUHZ

�rst blood and tried again, managing to crush his vertebrae and
NLOO KLP LQVWDQWO

6KH WXUQHG KLP RYHU H[SRVLQJ WKH VWRPDFK DQG ELWLQJ DV

hard as she could into the esh she knew tasted the best. She
KDGQ W KDG D SURSHU PHDO IRU WKUHH GD V VWUDLJKW DQG WKH VHQVDWLRQ

RI UDZ PHDW EURXJKW WHDUV WR KHU H HV GUDZLQJ KHU LQ WR ELWH IRU

PRUH DQG RQO VWRSSLQJ WR VSLW RXW WKH ERQHV DQG IXU ,W ZDVQ W

HQRXJK QRZKHUH QHDU HQRXJK WR VDWLDWH KHU DSSHWLWH

HU WKLUVW WRRN SULRULW DJDLQ 6KH JRW XS RQ KHU NQHHV DQG

GUDJJHG KHUVHOI WR KHU XQXVXDO ZDWHU VRXUFH ,W ZDV D VPDOO

KROORZHG RXW VSRW ZLWKLQ WKH ZDOO RSSRVLWH WR WKH GRRU DQG TXLWH

a way up from the oor so she had to climb in order to reach
LW 6KH GUDJJHG KHUVHOI XSZDUGV KHU DUPV EHLQJ VWURQJ MXVW





HQRXJK WR OLIW KHU XS DQG JUDE KROG RI WKH HGJHV VKH FDUYHG LQ

WKH ZDOO UHO LQJ RQ WKH VKHHU IRUFH RI ZLOO 6KH FOLPEHG DOPRVW

DOO WKH ZD WR WKH FHLOLQJ IRXQG KHU VKDOORZ ZDWHUKROH DQG EHJDQ

GULQNLQJ 7KH ZDWHU ZDV SXUH DQG FROG WKLUVW TXHQFKLQJ DQG

SOHDVLQJ ZDVKLQJ DZD WKH UDW EORRG DIWHU HDFK JXOS 7KHQ D

VWUDQJH WKRXJKW KLW KHU DOO RI D VXGGHQ

Her watering hole never ran dry and would never over ow,
QR PDWWHU KRZ PXFK VKH GUDQN IURP LW E LQVWLQFW VKH IHOW LW ZDV

in�nite but had no idea how she �gured that out. It was quite
VWUDQJH HYHQ PRUH VR ZKHQ VKH UHDOL HG WKDW HYHU VLQJOH FHOO

VKH ZDV ORFNHG LQ DOVR KDG D VLPLODU ZDWHUKROH KLGGHQ DZD LQ

SODLQ VLJKW DQG WKHUH IRU KHU FRQYHQLHQFH

‘‘Does it have anything to do with that dream?’’ UDQGRP WKRXJKW

FURVVHG KHU PLQG RQFH VKH KDG GUXQN HQRXJK DQG EHJDQ KHU

slow descent to the oor.
,Q WKDW UHFHQW GUHDP RI KHUV VKH WRRN WKH VKDSH RI D WKLQ

PLVW DQG OHIW KHU RZQ ERG VTXHH LQJ KHU ZD LQWR WKH VWRQHV

beneath her feet and becoming one with the oor. She made her
ZD IURP RQH VWRQH LQWR WKH RWKHU HYHQWXDOO EHFRPLQJ SDUW

RI WKH ZDOO DQG PDNLQJ KHU ZD XSZDUGV ZRQGHULQJ ZK HYHU

subsequent stone is colder than the last. Urged to �gure that
RXW VKH PDGH KHU ZD GHHSHU LQWR WKH ZDOO VXGGHQO VWXPEOLQJ

XSRQ D IRUFH WKDW GUDJJHG KHU DORQJ IRU D ORQJ ULGH IDOOLQJ LQWR D

VWUHDP RI ZDWHU WKDW UDQ WKURXJK D ODE ULQWK RI SLSHV HYHQWXDOO

EULQJLQJ KHU RXW LQWR WKH RSHQ 7KH VKDGRZV DURXQG KHU VORZO

EHJDQ WR WDNH VKDSH DQG LW WRRN KHU D ZKLOH WR UHDOL H WKH ZDWHU

EURXJKW KHU XS WR WKH PDLQ IRXQWDLQ LQ IURQW RI WKH PDLQ FDVWOH

HQWUDQFH

6LOKRXHWWHV ZHQW SDVW KHU RQH DIWHU DQRWKHU UDQGRP

E VWDQGHUV QRW UHDOL LQJ VKH ZDV REVHUYLQJ WKHP IURP ZLWKLQ

WKH ZDWHU WU LQJ WR LGHQWLI WKHP EXW PLVHUDEO IDLOLQJ DW LW

)RUWXQDWHO IRU KHU D VKRUW KDLUHG.QLJKW LQGDUN DUPRU DSSHDUHG

DIWHU D ZKLOH VWRSSLQJ DW WKH IRXQWDLQ DQG OHDQLQJ GLUHFWO DERYH



KHU VKDWWHULQJ WKH VXUIDFH RI WKH ZDWHU DQG WDNLQJ KROG RI KHU

LQ EHWZHHQ KLV SDOPV EULQJLQJ KHU VWUDLJKW XS WR KLV IDFH 6KH

IHOW D QXPE VHQVDWLRQ ZKHQ WKH FROG ZDWHU VSODVKHG DOO RYHU

KLV IDFH DQG DUPRU QDUURZLQJ KHU HQWLUH H[LVWHQFH GRZQ LQWR

D VLQJOH GURSOHW VOLGLQJ GRZQZDUGV )ULJKWHQHG WKDW KH PLJKW

VXGGHQO WKURZ KHU RII VKH TXLFNO IRFXVHG KHU DWWHQWLRQ WR KLV

VZRUG VRPHKRZ PDQDJLQJ WR MXPS LQWR LW DQG KLGH ZLWKLQ

7KH VKHDWK ZDV PDGH ZLWK D FRXSOH RI FRQYHQLHQW KROHV

MXVW ELJ HQRXJK IRU KHU WR JD H RXWZDUG DV VKH ZDV EHLQJ FDUULHG

GHHS LQWR WKH FDVWOH SDVVLQJ GRZQ WKH ORQJ KDOOZD V DQG KXJH

ZLQGRZV WKDW EDVNHG KHU ZLWK LQWHQVH OLJKW 6KH HQMR HG WKH

VHQVDWLRQ LWV ZDUPWK EURXJKW KHU EOLVV HYHU WLPH LW PDGH LWV

ZD WKURXJK WKH KROHV LQ WKH VKHDWK DQG GRZQ WR WKH FROG PHWDO

XS XQWLO VKH VSRWWHG 0RUGHN LQ KLV ZRUQ RXW FRDW KHDGLQJ IURP

WKH RSSRVLWH GLUHFWLRQ W WKH H[DFW PRPHQW KH FURVVHG SDWKV

ZLWK KHU .QLJKW VKH ZLVKHG WR JR DORQJ ZLWK KLP LQVWLQFWLYHO

WUDQVIRUPLQJ LQWR D WKLQ PLVW DJDLQ DQG PDNLQJ KHU ZD IURP D

KLJK TXDOLW VWHHO VZRUG RYHU WR D FKHDS PHWDO GDJJHU KDQJLQJ

RQ KLV EHOW

6KH PRDQHG DQG GHVSDLUHG IRU QRW EHLQJ DEOH WR GR WKLV

IRU UHDO FRPSOHWHO DZDUH VKH ZDV GUHDPLQJ 6WLOO VKH UHIXVHG

WR ZDNH XS IRU WZR UHDVRQV )LUVWO VKH ZDV FXULRXV WR VHH WKH

FKDLQ RI HYHQWV WKDW PLJKW XQIROG DQG VHFRQGO VKH DOVR ZDQWHG

WR VHH LI VKH FRXOG SXOO RII DQ RWKHU LQWHUHVWLQJ HIIHFWV MXVW IRU

IXQ

0RUGHN UDPSDJHG KLV ZD GRZQ WKH KDOOZD V LQ IXOO VSULQW

XS XQWLO KH HQGHG XS EHIRUH WKH /RUG V TXDUWHUV WDNLQJ KLV VZHHW

WLPH WR FDWFK KLV EUHDWK EHIRUH KH UHDFKHG IRU WKH GRRU DQG

DVVXPHG D GHFHQW SRVWXUH WR SURSHUO ZDON LQVLGH )RUWXQDWHO

IRU KLP WKH /RUG VHHPHG EXV ZLWK KLV SDSHUZRUN WR QRWLFH RU

FDUH

:KHQ WKH /RUG HYHQWXDOO WKUHZ KLV JD H WKHLU ZD HOOD

IHOW DQ RQVODXJKW RI IHDU VR LQWHQVH WKDW VKH FDXVHG WKH GDJJHU



WR VXEWO YLEUDWH 0RUGHN ZDV TXLWH D FDSDEOH WHDFKHU EXW

FRPSDUHG WR /RUG UDHO KH ZDVQ W HYHQ ZRUWK RI PHQWLRQ

7KH /RUG ZDV TXLWH D FKDUDFWHU VWDQGLQJ RXW DPRQJ DOO PHQ

LQ PRUH ZD V WKDQ RQH PRVWO GXH WR KLV IULJKWHQLQJ JD H WKDW

imposed considerable authority and de�nite superiority. The
WHDFKHUV ZHUH DEOH WR SHQHWUDWH LQWR WKH PLQGV RI WKHLU VWXGHQWV

to �gure out their thoughts, their strengths and their weaknesses
ZLWK HDVH EXW WKH /RUG ZDV FDSDEOH RI SXOOLQJ WKDW RII ZLWK WKH

WHDFKHUV ZLWKRXW HYHQ EUHDNLQJ D VZHDW 7R PDNH PDWWHUV ZRUVH

LW ZDV UXPRUHG KH FRXOG EUHDFK LQWR WKH PLQG RI DQ RQH LQ

KLV YLFLQLW ZLWKRXW HYHQ KDYLQJ WR PDNH H H FRQWDFW D UDWKHU

REVFHQH DELOLW RQO WKH *XDUGLDQV WKHPVHOYHV ZHUH DOOHJHGO

FDSDEOH RI

3OHDVH ZRXOG RX UHPLQG PH ZK GLG , ERWKHU WR VXPPRQ

RX WKH /RUG DVNHG IURP EHKLQG KLV GHVN UDLVLQJ KLV JD H

DW 0RUGHN KLV VWRLF YRLFH EHLQJ PDGH RI VKHHU DXWKRULW DQG

FOHDUO VKRZLQJ KH NQHZ WKH DQVZHU WR WKH TXHVWLRQ EHIRUH KH

asked it in the �rst place.
HFDXVH RI KHU DQG KHU FRQGLWLRQ 0RUGHN UHSOLHG TXLWH

WHQVHO LQ FROG VZHDW H ZDV URXJKO WKH /RUG V KHLJKW DQG VL H

KH IHDUHG KLP PRUH WKDQ GHDWK LWVHOI EXW FOHDUO ZDVQ W DOORZHG

WR VKRZ LW MXVW OLNH WKH VWXGHQWV ZHUH IRUELGGHQ WR GR VR LQ

IURQW RI WKHLU WHDFKHU .HHSLQJ WKH IHDU DW ED PHDQW SULYLOHJH

IRU WKRVH ZKR VXFFHHGHG DQG PLVHU IRU WKRVH ZKR IDLOHG DW LW

6R ZKDW LV KHU FRQGLWLRQ KH DVNHG DJDLQ H HV VWLOO SRLQWLQJ

GLUHFWO DW WKH WHDFKHU 6KH IHOW WKH VDPH VHQVDWLRQ LQ KLV YRLFH DV

EHIRUH KH FOHDUO NQHZ WKH DQVZHU WR WKLV TXHVWLRQ DV ZHOO XW

why would he bother to ask it in the �rst place? What could he
SRVVLEO OHDUQ LI KH DOUHDG NQHZ WKH UHVSRQVH

‘‘I haven’t �gured her out, not yet.’’ Mordek �nally confessed,
EDUHO DEOH WR PXVWHU WKH VWUHQJWK WR VSHDN , PRYHG KHU LQWR D

GLIIHUHQW FHOO WZR ZHHNV DJR DQG , QHYHU EURXJKW KHU DQ IRRG RU

ZDWHU 6KH V JRW EORRG RQ KHU IDFH HYHU QRZ DQG WKHQ , YH VHHQ



the rat remains all over the oor so I know what she was eating,
EXW , VWLOO GRQ W NQRZ KRZ VKH KDQGOHV WKH WKLUVW

LG RX FKHFN KHU SUHYLRXV FHOOV WKH /RUG DVNHG ZLWK

D F QLFDO JULQ RQ KLV IDFH DV LI 0RUGHN V FRQIXVLRQ ZDV WKH

IXQQLHVW DFW RI FRPHG HYHU FRQFHLYHG HW DJDLQ KH NQHZ WKH

GDPQ DQVZHU WR WKH GDPQ TXHVWLRQ EHIRUH KH KDG DVNHG LW

, FHUWDLQO GLG TXLWH WKRURXJKO EXW , ZDVQ W DEOH WR

GHGXFH DQ WKLQJ ZRUWK PHQWLRQLQJ H VQDUOHG GHMHFWHGO

WKHQ GURSSHG KLV IDFH DQG KLV VKRXOGHUV DV LI H[SHFWLQJ WR EH

SXQLVKHG IRU DQ REYLRXV RYHUVLJKW

RX EOLQG LGLRW 7KH DQVZHU LV WKHUH IRU RX WR VHH HW RX

UHPDLQ DV EOLQG DV RX DUH VWXEERUQ 7KH /RUG VSRNH DV KH WRRN

WKH JODVV RI ZLQH LQ KLV KDQG ,QVWHDG RI WDNLQJ D VLS KH VZLUOHG

WKH ZLQH DURXQG ZKLOH JD LQJ VRPHZKHUH DERYH 0RUGHN V KHDG

WKHQ WXUQHG DVLGH DQG ORXGO PXPEOHG /RRNV OLNH 1DWXUH

KHUVHOI GRHVQ W ZDQW KHU WR GLH DV LI WKH HOHPHQWV KDYH FRPH

WRJHWKHU WR VXVWDLQ KHU

7KH (OHPHQWV 7KDW V D ORDG RI FUDS VKH V D -LUDQ 6KH V

QRW HYHQ D 0DJH OHW DORQH DQ (OHPHQWRU 0RUGHN SURWHVWHG

YLROHQWO DV KH IHOW ZURQJO LQVXOWHG :H DVVHVVHG KHU DQG WKHUH

FDQ EH QR PLVWDNH 7KHUH FDQQRW EH RX ZHUH WKHUH RXUVHOI

P ORUG RX VDZ LW ZLWK RXU RZQ H HV

HV VKH ZDV DVVHVVHG LQGHHG DORQJ ZLWK WKH UHVW 7KH

/RUG UHWDOLDWHG UHEXWWLQJ KLV VXERUGLQDWH DQG WDNLQJ D VLS RI

his wine. He brie y stared at Mordek, then his gaze wondered
HOVHZKHUH 7KH 6WDII RI *DVKHODQ FUDYHV IRU DQ RZQHU HYHQ LI

WKDW VRPHRQH EDUHO KDV DQ WDOHQW IRU HOHPHQWDO FRQWURO 7KDW V

KRZ LW UHYHDOV WKHP WKH (OHPHQWRUV WR EH ZLWKRXW PLVWDNH

, NQRZ WKDW P ORUG EXW 0RUGHN EXGJHG LQ EXW WKH

/RUG TXLFNO VLOHQFHG KLP DQG VSRNH XS DJDLQ

7KH VWDII GRHV QRW PDNH PLVWDNHV H JUXPEOHG DQG

VLSSHG VRPH RI KLV ZLQH GLUHFWLQJ DQRWKHU EULHI JD H DW 0RUGHN



before lecturing him further. ‘‘Fully- edged Mansers are unable
WR ZLHOG LW OHW DORQH SRWHQW -LUDQV XW WKHQ DJDLQ , VDZ WKH JDSV

LQ WKH VWRQHV DQG KHU ZDWHUKROHV ZLWK P RZQ H HV H ZDYHG

his other hand and �nally got up from his chair, turning around
DQG ORRNLQJ RXWVLGH WKURXJK WKH ODUJH ZLQGRZ ,W LV D IDFW

EH RQG GRXEW WKDW RX FDQQRW NLOO D WUXH (OHPHQWRU ZLWK KXQJHU

RU WKLUVW RX FDQ LQFRQYHQLHQFH WKHP DW EHVW (YHQ LI RX ZHUH

WR OHDYH RQH ERXQG EURNHQ DQG QDNHG FRPSOHWHO LVRODWHG LQ D

GULHG RXW FHOO DQG WKURZ DZD WKH NH WKH ZLOO HQGXUH 1DWXUH

GRHV QRW DOORZ WKHP WR GLH LQ VXFK D PLVHUDEOH PDQQHU :K LV

VKH ZRUWK RI WKDW VRUW RI DWWHQWLRQ , KRQHVWO KDYH QR LGHD

,I RX ZRXOG JLYH PH SHUPLVVLRQ P ORUG , FRXOG HDVLO

break her and �nd out...’’ Mordek spoke eagerly, quickly jumping
DW WKH RSSRUWXQLW WR SURYH KLPVHOI EXW WKH /RUG LQVWDQWO

WXUQHG DURXQG DQG FXW KLP RII DV PXFK ZLWK KLV IULJKWHQLQJ

JD H DV ZLWK KLV FRPPDQGLQJ WRQH

‘‘You will not debilitate my �nest Jiran!! You are to in ict
OLJKW ZRXQGV XSRQ KHU PRGHUDWH DW PRVW R , PDNH P VHOI

clear?!’’ His proclamation �lled Hella with quite a pride, so much
so that she brie y lost control of herself and almost ew out of
WKH FKHDS PHWDO VKH ZDV FXUUHQWO RFFXS LQJ

, XQGHUVWDQG P ORUG EXW KH UHSOLHG LQ VKDPH OLNH D

scolded child, dropping his gaze to the oor and mumbling on
LQWR KLV RZQ FKLQ 7KH H[FHVV RI IHDU KDG QHDUO VLOHQFHG KLP

RQO MXVW

7KHUH DUH ZD V RI UHDFKLQJ WKH WUXWK IDU HDVLHU IRU VRPH

WKDQ RWKHUV 7KH /RUG VSRNH LQ D FDOP WRQH DJDLQ WLJKWHQHG KLV

JULS RI KLV JODVV DQG GUDQN LW GRZQ WKHQ SRXUHG PRUH ZLQH V

VRRQ DV , KDYH WKH WLPH RX ZLOO EULQJ KHU WR PH ,I VKH V JXLOW

IHHO IUHH WR EUHDN KHU WR RXU KHDUW V FRQWHQW RWKHUZLVH RX ZLOO

GR H[DFWO DV , VD , ZRXOG DSSUHFLDWH LI RX ZHUH WR KDQG KHU WR

WKH PDLGV EHIRUHKDQG



2I FRXUVH P ORUG 0RUGHN DJUHHG ZLWK KLV VLJQDWXUH

JULQ W WKDW H[DFW PRPHQW WKH GRRUV EHKLQG KLP RSHQHG ZLWK

TXLWH DQ LQWHQVLYH VFUHHFK DQG WKH VDPH .QLJKW ZKR EURXJKW

HOOD LQWR WKH FDVWOH ZDONHG LQ H VWRSSHG MXVW WZR VWHSV IURP

WKH GRRU DQG DVVXPHG D PLOLWDU SRVWXUH VODPPLQJ KLV KHHOV

WRJHWKHU DQG PLOGO OHDQLQJ IRUZDUG LQ UHVSHFW

1RZ JHW RXW RI P VLJKW , KDYH PRUH SUHVVLQJ PDWWHUV WR

GHDO ZLWK WKH /RUG VSRNH IRU WKH ODVW WLPH DV HOOD V GUHDP

VKDWWHUHG DQG EURXJKW KHU EDFN WR UHDOLW

6KH NQHZ WKHUH ZDV D UHDVRQ ZK VKH KDG EHHQ VXSSUHVVLQJ

WKDW SDUWLFXODU GUHDP DQG QRZ VKH UHPHPEHUHG DJDLQ ,W ZDV

IHDU )HDU RI WKH /RUG V TXHVWLRQLQJ )HDU RI ZKDWHYHU KH FRXOG

learn about her, including anything signi�cant even she wasn’t
DZDUH RI 7KHUH ZDV QR ZD WR VWDQG XS WR KLV JD H DOO RI KHU

VHFUHWV ZLOO EH UHYHDOHG WR KLP WKH PRPHQW KH VWDUHV KHU GRZQ

7KDW LV ZK VKH ZRXOG IUHDN RXW HYHU WLPH 0RUGHN ZRXOG FRPH

along to check up on her, she was terri�ed the day of reckoning
PLJKW KDYH DUULYHG

6KH GLG KHU DEVROXWH EHVW WR URDP KHU ZD DOO RYHU KHU RZQ

WKRXJKWV DQG IHHOLQJV IRU DQ WKLQJ WKH /RUG PLJKW FRQVLGHU

ZRUWK RI HYHQ WKH VOLJKWHVW ELW RI KLV DWWHQWLRQ 2I DOO WKRVH

WKLQJV VKH PRVW YLYLGO UHPHPEHUHG WKH DVVHVVPHQW WKDW ZDV

PHQWLRQHG LQ WKH GUHDP ZKLFK RFFXUUHG ZKHQ VKH ZDV EDUHO

HLJKW HDUV ROG 7KDW SDUWLFXODU GD WKH WHDFKHUV JDWKHUHG DOO WKH

LQLWLDWHV LQ WKH WUDLQLQJ JURXQGV PDGH WKHP DVVXPH D FRPSOHWHO

XQQDWXUDO SRVWXUH DQG JDYH WKHP D ORQJ DQG VRPHZKDW KHDY

staff to attempt channeling their edgling talents to the best
RI WKHLU DELOLWLHV (YHU VLQJOH RQH RI WKH LQLWLDWHV WULHG WR GR

what they were told, but only �ve of them managed to get
UHVXOWV WKUHH RI WKHP FDXVHG D QRWDEOH JXVW RI ZLQG WR DSSHDU

ZKLOH WKH UHPDLQLQJ WZR PDQDJHG WR VXPPRQ D VPDOO EXUVW RI

ame. Those �ve were separated from the rest and branded as
WKH FKRVHQ RQHV -XVW EHIRUH VKH WRRN KROG RI WKDW ZHDSRQ VKH



LQVWLQFWLYHO NQHZ LW ZDV GLIIHUHQW WKDQ WKHLU VFKRRO ZDQGV LQ

PRUH ZD V WKDQ RQH 6KH NQHZ WKH VWDII ZDVQ W PDGH WR FKDQQHO

UDZ PHQWDO DELOLWLHV WKH ZHUH WDXJKW WR SHUIRUP EXW VKH KDG

QR LGHD KRZ WKDW NQRZOHGJH FDPH WR HQG XS LQ KHU KHDG 0RUH

WR WKH SRLQW VKH ZDV LQVWLQFWLYHO DZDUH RI KHU SRWHQWLDO WR XVH

WKDW VWDII EHWWHU WKDQ DQ RQH HOVH 6RPHRQH KDG WDXJKW KHU WKH

PRYHV WR VXPPRQ WKH DGYDQFHG VHW RI DELOLWLHV VRPHRQH KDG

WDXJKW KHU WKH EDVLFV RI HOHPHQWDO FRQWURO XW ZKR

6KH IHOW D EXUQLQJ GHVLUH WR SURYH KHUVHOI DV VRRQ DV VKH

WRRN KROG RI WKH VWDII WR EHFRPH RQH RI WKH FKRVHQ 6KH IHOW

KHU ERG SXOOLQJ KHU DORQJ IRU WKH ULGH DQG KHU LQVWLQFWV VORZO

NLFNLQJ LQ DQG VKH ZRXOG KDYH JODGO VHHQ LW WKURXJK KDG WKH

VWDII QRW VWRSSHG KHU GHDG LQ KHU WUDFNV

7KH ZHDSRQ DJJUHVVLYHO GHQLHG KHU WKH DWWHPSW DQG KDG

IRUFHG KHU YLROHQWO DZD FDXVLQJ D VHQVDWLRQ RI LPPHQVH

remorse too strong for words. It was the �rst time she felt such
D WKLQJ FRPLQJ IURP D ZHDSRQ DV LI LW ZDV D OLYLQJ EUHDWKLQJ

FUHDWXUH DQG QRW DQ LQDQLPDWH REMHFW SDUWO PDGH RI SUHFLRXV

PDWHULDOV ,W WKUHZ KHU DZD MXVW DV LW GLG ZLWK PRVW RI WKH

LQLWLDWHV EXW QRW RQO WKDW 6KH ZDV WKH RQO RQH ZKR UHFHLYHG

PRUH WKDQ D UHMHFWLRQ PRUH WKDQ D UHSXOVLYH VKRFNZDYH WR FDVW

KHU DVLGH VKH UHFHLYHG D YLVLRQ WKURXJK D UXVK RI LPDJHV VHUYHG

up in a ash of memory.
ORRG VKH KHDUG KHU RZQ YRLFH HFKRLQJ LQ WKH GHHS

DQG IHOW LQWHQVH VDGQHVV 7KH ZRUG ZDV DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK D

VHQVDWLRQ RI H[WUHPH FROG DQG GLVFRPIRUW WKDW ZRXOG RQO

EHFRPH DSSDUHQW WR KHU DV WKH VHQVDWLRQ RI GU LQJ EORRG HU

H HV ZHUH FRPSOHWHO FRYHUHG LQ VKDGHV RI UHG DQG DQ DUUD RI

PHOWLQJ VKDGRZV

3DLQ WKH VHFRQG HFKR FDXVHG WKH VHQVDWLRQ RI UHMHFWLRQ

and envy. The bloody image ashing before her eyes showed
D WDOO PDQ NQHHOLQJ ZKLOH WKH RWKHU RQH KHDYLO DUPRUHG ZDV

VZLQJLQJ KLV JUHDWVZRUG VWUDLJKW DW KLP 7KH PRPHQW WKH



ZHDSRQ PDGH LWV ZD DFURVV WKH DLU DQG HFKRHG LQ WKH GLVWDQFH

ZDV WKH PRPHQW WKH PDQ V KHDG IHOO IURP KLV VKRXOGHUV LQWR WKH

WDOO JUDVV

RSH WKH WKLUG HFKR IRUPHG D QHZ LPDJH DV VKH IHOW

WKH VHQVDWLRQ RI KRSH DQG OR DOW 7KH LPDJH ZDV VLPLODU WR WKH

SUHYLRXV RQH EXW IURP D GLIIHUHQW DQJOH 6KH VDZ D ER FRZHULQJ

ZLWKLQ LQ WKH EXVKHV D SHUIHFW UHSOLFD RI WKH NQHHOLQJ PDQ

KLGGHQ DQG DIUDLG REVHUYLQJ WKH H[HFXWLRQ

‘‘Life...’’ she heard the �nal echo at the exact moment her
body hit the oor. There was nothing after that, other than a
EULHI SHULRG RI XQFRQVFLRXVQHVV

7KLV ZDV KHU VROHPQ VHFUHW DQG LI WKH /RUG ZDV WR DVN WKH

ULJKW TXHVWLRQV LW ZLOO EH UHYHDOHG RHV WKDW VHFUHW PDNH KHU

LQQRFHQW RU JXLOW LQ KLV H HV VKH FRXOG QRW WHOO /RVW LQ KHU RZQ

WKRXJKWV VKH IHOW VR QXPE WKDW VKH GLGQ W HYHQ KHDU WKH VWHSV

DSSURDFKLQJ KHU FHOO MXPSLQJ DW WKH DSSHDUDQFH RI 0RUGHN V

IDFH LQ WKH WLQ ZLQGRZ

RX YH EHHQ PXQFKLQJ UDWV DJDLQ KH UXPEOHG MXVW EHIRUH

KH HQWHUHG WKH URRP JLYLQJ KHU MXVW HQRXJK WLPH WR FRPSRVH

KHUVHOI DQG IRUP WKDW VDPH ROG VSLWHIXO JULQ RI KHUV H SXOOHG

KLV ZKLS RXW DQG WRRN D VZLQJ DW KHU



Atharon - Malevolence
Argent Hellion
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:KDW GRHVQ W NLOO RX PDNHV RX VWURQJHU DQG WKDW V

H[DFWO ZKDW KDSSHQHG WR WKH 3UHODWHV ZKR EDUHO PDQDJHG

to survive their �rst and last Annual Encounter. Their �nal
�ght had revealed to them the genuine face of the world and
TXLWH D GLIIHUHQW SLFWXUH IURP WKH RQH WKH ZHUH XVHG WR VHHLQJ

WKH FUXHO WUXWK WKDW WKH ZRUOG UHYROYHV H[FOXVLYHO DURXQG WKH

ZLQQHUV DQG EHLQJ DQ WKLQJ OHVV WKDQ WKDW LVQ W ZRUWK HYHQ D

SDVVLQJ PHQWLRQ

7KH IDFW WKH H[SHULHQFHG WKLV VR VRRQ FDPH DV D EOHVVLQJ

LQ GLVJXLVH YDVWO DIIHFWLQJ WKHLU PHQWDOLW DQG DOORZLQJ WKHP

WR SHUFHLYH WKHLU FRPEDW FDOOLQJ IRU ZKDW LW WUXO ZDV WRR

GHPDQGLQJ DQG WRR ULVN QRW WR EH WDNHQ VHULRXVO )RUWXQDWHO

UDWKHU WKDQ JLYLQJ XS WKH GRXEOHG GRZQ ZLWK JHQXLQH HIIRUW WR

LPSURYH ,Q GXH WLPH WKH QRW RQO PDQDJHG WR PDNH WKHLU ZD

WKURXJK WKHLU VXEMHFW PDWWHU EXW DOVR WR DFKLHYH DQ LPSURYHPHQW

IDU VXSHULRU WR WKHLU SHHUV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW GLG QRW FRPH DV

PXFK RI D VXUSULVH WR PDQ DURXQG WKHP V IDU DV 9LFWRULD ZDV

concerned, their defeat was an inexcusable uke and she was
QHYHU WR IRUJLYH WKDW EXW HYHQ VKH FRXOG QRW GHQ WKHLU VWHOODU

SHUIRUPDQFH DV WKH GD V ZHQW E ,Q IDFW VKH ZDV DZDUH RI WKHLU

SRWHQWLDO PRUH WKDQ DQ RQH HOVH DORQJ ZLWK WKH SRVVLELOLW RI

H[SORLWLQJ LW IRU KHU RZQ JDLQ

7LPHV ZHUH JUDGXDOO FKDQJLQJ DIWHU PRUH WKDQ D FHQWXU

of relative peace numerous con icts began to pull the world
LQWR FKDRV DQG ZDU DJJUHVVLRQ DQG EORRGVKHG 6WUDQJHO WKH

source of those con icts was not of human nature. Nobody

1



NQRZV ZK EXW DV WKH VHDVRQV SDVVHG VXE VHQWLHQW FUHDWXUHV

RFFDVLRQDOO EHJDQ VWXPEOLQJ WKHLU ZD WRZDUGV FLYLOL DWLRQ

ZLWK GHYDVWDWLQJ FRQVHTXHQFHV ZRUOGZLGH 0DQ DERPLQDWLRQV

ORQJ FRQVLGHUHG WR EH H[WLQFW PDGH WKHLU ZD EDFN LQWR

WKH VSRWOLJKW UDYDJLQJ WKH SRSXODWLRQ QRW RQO WR VXVWDLQ

WKHPVHOYHV EXW DOVR VHHPLQJO IRU IXQ DQG JDPHV 6HQVHOHVV

VODXJKWHU DOO DFURVV WKH ZRUOG ZRXOG FDXVH D ULSSOH HIIHFW RQ

a scale never seen before and, naturally, con icting politics
UHDUHG WKHLU XJO KHDG DV ROG HQPLWLHV VORZO EHJDQ VXUJLQJ

DJDLQ

-XVW OLNH ZLWK DQ RWKHU FULVLV WKH PHUFHQDU WUDGH EHFDPH

ZDQWHG DQG TXLWH OXFUDWLYH IRU DQ RQH ZLOOLQJ DQG GDULQJ WR WU

their luck at it. Pro�cient �ghters became sought out more than
RWKHUV RI FRXUVH HQFRXUDJLQJ 9LFWRULD WR HQJDJH KHU WULR LQWR

DFWLRQ ZKHQHYHU VKH ZDV DEOH WR GUDJ WKHP DZD IURP WKHLU

VWXGLHV 6KH FKRVH WKHLU DVVLJQPHQWV ZLWK JUHDW FDUH VHHNLQJ RXW

WKH WDVNV XVXDOO DYRLGHG E RWKHUV SUHYHQWLYH TXHVWV RI KXQWLQJ

GRZQ FHUWDLQ EHDVWV EHIRUH WKH EHFDPH PDMRU WKUHDWV UDWKHU

WKDQ PHGGOLQJ LQWR SROLWLFDO PDWWHUV RU PHUFHQDU GLUW ZRUN

Their �rst, genuine combat trials came from wandering the
UHJLRQV RI WKH UHSXEOLFV RI .DOHGRQLD DQG 0DFDWHUUD KXQWLQJ

QXPHURXV VSHFLPHQV RWKHU PHUFHQDULHV XVXDOO DYRLGHG 7KHLU

EXVLQHVV ZHQW RQ LWV PHUU ZD XS XQWLO 9LFWRULD JUDGXDWHG LQ

WKH VSULQJ RI DQG ZHQW WKURXJK D VXGGHQ PRRG VZLQJ IRU

WKH ZRUVH 6KH FRQFOXGHG LW ZDV KLJK WLPH IRU WKHP WR WDFNOH

PRUH VHULRXV PDWWHUV DQG MXVW DV VKH ZDV SUHSDULQJ WR VHHN WKHLU

QH[W DVVLJQPHQW GHVWLQ GHOLYHUHG D SURPLVLQJ WHPSWDWLRQ VKH

VLPSO FRXOG QRW UHIXVH

4XLWH HIIRUWOHVVO VKH PDQDJHG WR SHUVXDGH KHU FRPUDGHV

to pack up and head to Lusida yet again, in pursue of their �rst
DVVLJQPHQW RQ GHPDQG



:KDW DUH ZH ZDLWLQJ IRU DJDLQ .ULV UDPEOHG RQ

FDUHOHVVO VOLGLQJ KLV JODVV DFURVV WKH WDEOH VSLOOLQJ VRPH RI KLV

GULQN 7KH ZHUH VLWWLQJ MXVW RXWVLGH RQH RI WKH LQQV QHDU WKH FLW

FHQWHU 7KDW SDUWLFXODU VXPPHU GD VHHPHG MXVW DV DSSHDOLQJ DV

DQ RWKHU EXW KH ZDV WRR LPSDWLHQW WR SD DWWHQWLRQ WR DQ WKLQJ

RWKHU WKDQ WKH WLPH VORZO WLFNLQJ DZD

7KH FORFN 9LFWRULD QRGGHG VOLJKWO UDLVLQJ KHU KHDG

WRZDUGV WKH FDWKHGUDO DQG LWV ODUJH FORFN ,W ZDV DOPRVW RQH

R FORFN LQ WKH DIWHUQRRQ

QG WKHQ ZKDW KH DGGHG ORRNLQJ DURXQG WKH VSDUVHO

FURZGHG DUHD DURXQG WKHP

:H VKDOO VHH 6KH UHVSRQGHG LQ DSDWK DV VKH VWDUHG KLP

GRZQ IRUFLQJ KLP WR OHDQ EDFN LQWR KLV FKDLU DQG TXLHWO PXPEOH

WR KLPVHOI 6HDWHG MXVW QH[W WR KLP 1LFN VSHQW KLV WLPH OHDQLQJ

RYHU WKH WDEOH XVLQJ KLV HOERZV IRU VXSSRUW DQG VOLGLQJ KLV GULQN

IURP RQH VLGH GRZQ WR WKH RWKHU MXVW OLNH .ULV GLG HDUOLHU 7KH

ORRPLQJ ERUHGRP PDQDJHG WR JHW HYHQ WR KLP WKH PRVW SDWLHQW

RI WKH WKUHH

V VRRQ DV WKH FDWKHGUDO EHOO VWURNH ZLWK D PLJKW EODVW DQG

DQQRXQFHG WKH SDVVLQJ RI WKH KRXU 9LFWRULD JXOSHG KHU GULQN

DQG VODPPHG KHU JODVV RQ WKH WDEOH VR KDUG WKH JODVV FUDFNHG LQ

KHU KDQG ,W ZDV FOHDUO WKH VLJQ VKH ZDV ZDLWLQJ IRU EHFDXVH QRW

ORQJ DIWHUZDUGV D SDUWLFXODU VOHQGHU EUXQHWWH LQ D VKRUW JUD FRDW

PDGH KHU ZD WRZDUGV WKHLU WDEOH DQG VWRRG QH[W WR 9LFWRULD 6KH

VHHPHG ROG HQRXJK WR EH KHU PRWKHU

RX UH WKH RQH ZH YH EHHQ ZDLWLQJ IRU 9LFWRULD JULQQHG

D ELW OHDQLQJ EDFN LQWR KHU FKDLU DQG WKURZLQJ KHU KDQGV DERYH

KHU KHDG 6KH ZRXOG KDYH GUDJJHG KHU OHJV XS RQ WKH WDEOH LWVHOI

WRR LI RQO VKH KDG WKH URRP WR GR VR

/HW V JR IRU D ZDON 7KH ZRPDQ VPLOHG DV VKH WXUQHG KHU

JD H DVLGH DQ DFWLRQ ZKLFK LQVWDQWO JRW 9LFWRULD XS RQ KHU IHHW



.ULV IROORZHG FORVHO EHKLQG HPSW KLV SRFNHWV WR SD IRU WKH

GULQN ZLWK 1LFN HYHQWXDOO JHWWLQJ XS DIWHU WKHP V WKH WZR

ZRPHQ KHDGHG RXW RQ WKH VWUHHW WKH WZR PHQ ZHQW D FRXSOH RI

VWHSV EHKLQG WKHP ZLWK QRW WRR PXFK RI D UXVK GRLQJ WKHLU EHVW

WR DYRLG DWWUDFWLQJ DQ XQZDQWHG DWWHQWLRQ

:KHUH DUH ZH KHDGLQJ .ULV LPSDWLHQWO WKUHZ D TXHVWLRQ

WKHLU ZD DV WKH ZHUH DERXW WR OHDYH WKH KHDUW RI WKH FLW

KHDGLQJ GRZQ RQH RI WKH ERXOHYDUGV ,QVWHDG RI SURYLGLQJ D

UHVSRQVH WKH ZRPDQ VLPSO ZDYHG KHU KDQG RYHU KHU VKRXOGHU

LQ D SDUWLFXODU ZD WR VKXW KLP XS :KDWHYHU VKH KDG WR VD FOHDUO

ZDVQ W LQWHQGHG IRU HYHU ERG WR KHDU D IDFW WKDW EHFDPH SUHWW

REYLRXV DV VRRQ DV VKH OHG WKHP GRZQ RQH RI WKH DOOH ZD V DQG

LQWR WKH VKDGRZV

‘‘What I’m about to tell you is beyond con�dential.’’ She
VSRNH LQ WKH VDPH PLOG PDQQHU DV VKH GLG DW WKH LQQ MXVW ORXG

HQRXJK IRU WKHP WR KHDU ,I RX FRQVLGHU RXUVHOI QRW

URS WKDW GDPQ P VWHU DFW DQG JHW WR WKH SRLQW 9LFWRULD

LPSXOVLYHO ODVKHG RXW DQG JUDEEHG KHU E WKH VKRXOGHU 7KH

ZRPDQ JODQFHG RYHU WKH KDQG ODLG XSRQ KHU WKHQ JODQFHG EDFN

DW 9LFWRULD EHIRUH VXGGHQO SXOOLQJ KHUVHOI EDFN RXW RI KHU UHDFK

DQG VOLSSLQJ GHHSHU LQWR WKH GDUN

‘‘Fine.’’ She spoke again after brie y looking around to
PDNH VXUH WKH ZHUHQ W IROORZHG RU REVHUYHG :H LQWHUFHSWHG

D PHVVDJH LQWHQGHG IRU RX VRPH WLPH DJR 6KH RSHQHG XS KHU

VKRUW FRDW DQG SXOOHG D IROGHG SLHFH RI VWXUG SDSHU WKHQ VORZO

H[WHQGHG KHU KDQG IRUZDUG ZKLFK ZDV PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK IRU

9LFWRULD WR VOLGH LW RXW RI KHU JUDVS DV LI SHUIRUPHG E VKHHU

re ex. She folded the paper out and read it in a heartbeat,
ZKLVSHULQJ DZD DV VKH UHDG WKH WH[W DORQJ



���������������������������
Renown beast hunters!

We are well aware of your particular set  
of skills and we would like to offer you an  
opportunity more lucrative than any of your  
previous assignments. If you are willing and  
able to hear us out, please contact our recruiter  

in Lusida on the �rst day of the �fth.

Make a reservation at the Royal Hotel,  
take the room with an open view of the  
fountain and ask for a Conquest board.

Our recruiter will contact you  
by the end of the day.

���������������������������

‘‘The �rst of the �fth is next week!’’ Victoria groaned,
IROGLQJ WKH SDSHU DQG VKRYLQJ LW LQWR RQH RI KHU SRFNHWV 7KHUH

ZDV QR VLJQ RU FOXH WR UHYHDO ZKR ZURWH LW

,QGHHG 7KH ZRPDQ VPLOHG DJDLQ DQG WXUQHG KHU EDFN RQ

WKHP VORZO ZDONLQJ GRZQ WKH DOOH ZD 7KDW V ZK ZH DVNHG

RX WR FRPH HDUOLHU WR WKURZ WKH USHQLDQV RII :H KDYH DQ

RIIHU ZKLFK LQFOXGHV ZKDWHYHU WKH KDYH LQ VWRUH IRU RX DV ZHOO

:KDW PDNHV RX VR VXUH 9LFWRULD EHJDQ WR SURWHVW EXW

Kris cut her off by slamming his �st in her back. The mysterious
ZRPDQ JULQQHG DV VKH QRGGHG LQ DSSURYDO



:H DUH ZLOOLQJ WR GRXEOH WKHLU RIIHU LI RX DUH ZLOOLQJ WR

ZRUN IRU XV :H GRQ W NQRZ ZKDW WKH DUH JRLQJ WR RIIHU RX

DQG ZH UHDOO GRQ W FDUH ZKDW PDWWHUV WR XV LV WKDW RX FRPSOHWH

ZKDWHYHU WKH DVN WR JDLQ WKHLU WUXVW

, VXSSRVH RX WKHQ H[SHFW XV WR NLOO WKHP LQ WKHLU VOHHS

VLQFH RX UH FOHDUO QRW DEOH WR KDQGOH WKHP RXUVHOYHV 9LFWRULD

VSLNHG XS DUURJDQWO

1R QRWKLQJ WKDW H[WUHPH 7KH ZRPDQ OHW RXW D IDLQW

chuckle, brie y turning around with her hands shoved deep
down her pockets. ‘‘We want you to �nd out how they are getting
their hands on classi�ed republic information.’’ She then turned
KHU EDFN RQ WKHP IRU WKH ODVW WLPH ZDONLQJ DZD DQG FORVLQJ

RXW ZLWK D SDUWLFXODUO FKLOOLQJ VWDWHPHQW :H OO WDON DJDLQ ZKHQ

RX UH EDFN LQ WKH FLW

:HOO WKLV VXFNV .ULV VNHSWLFDOO ZKLVSHUHG DV VRRQ DV KH

ZDV VXUH WKH ZHUH DORQH DJDLQ :H KDYHQ W HYHQ VWDUWHG DQG ZH

DOUHDG VDQN NQHH GHHS LQWR WKHLU FUDS

6R RX UH JRLQJ WR ZDON DZD IURP WKLV 9LFWRULD EDUNHG

DW KLP :H FRXOG PDNH D IRUWXQH

0 JUHDWHVW IRUWXQH LV NHHSLQJ P KHDG RQ P VKRXOGHUV

Kris �red back in a surprisingly serious tone.
, GRQ W WKLQN ZH KDYH PXFK RI D FKRLFH 1LFN V YRLFH PDGH

his presence known for the very �rst time.
‘‘It doesn’t hurt to hear them out.’’ Victoria con�rmed. ‘‘If

LW LVQ W ZRUWK RXU HIIRUW ZH OO EH KHDGLQJ KRPH

9LFWRULD GHHPHG LW SRLQWOHVV WR VSHQG D ZKROH ZHHN

ZDQGHULQJ DLPOHVVO DURXQG WKH FLW VR VKH LPPHGLDWHO OHG

WKH WULR WRZDUGV RQH RI WKH PRVW SUHVWLJLRXV HVWDEOLVKPHQWV LQ

/XVLGD WKH 5R DO RWHO ,WV SUHVWLJH EHJDQ ZLWK WKH ODUJH GRRUV

EHLQJ QRW XQOLNH UR DO HQWU ZD V SULVWLQH SLHFHV RI SDOH ZRRG

EUDQGLVKHG ZLWK PHWDO GHFRUDWLRQV FFRUGLQJ WR KHU URXWLQH



Victoria went �rst and pushed the doors out of her way, opening
XS D UHDOP RI JODPRXU EHIRUH WKHLU YHU H HV

7KH DEXQGDQFH RI JODVV FKDQGHOLHUV EULJKW ZDOOV FRORUIXO

FDUSHWV DQG XQLTXH GUDSHV PDGH WKHP IHHO DV LI WKH PDGH

WKHLU ZD EDFN WKURXJK KLVWRU 7KH VWDUHG GRZQ WKH GLVWDQW

UHFHSWLRQ HGJHG LQ EHWZHHQ WKH WZR VWDLUZD V OHDGLQJ WR WKH

upper oors as a seemingly frail man sat behind it and read a
ERRN VWDULQJ GRZQ DW LW DQG VSHHGLQJ KLV JD H WKURXJK D VHW RI

�nely made glasses.
:H QHHG D URRP 9LFWRULD HOOHG DV VRRQ DV VKH ZDONHG LQ

KHDGLQJ GRZQ WKH UHG FDUSHW DQG GUDJJLQJ KHU IHHW DORQJ ZLSLQJ

KHU ERRWV RQ LW

XK WKH UHFHSWLRQLVW UHVSRQGHG FDOPO WDNLQJ KLV WLPH

WR SODFH D SHQFLO DV D ERRNPDUNHU WKHQ ORZHULQJ WKH ERRN DVLGH

H ORRNHG DW KHU DV LI KHU URDU ZHQW LQWR RQH HDU DQG RXW WKH

RWKHU

*RRG DIWHUQRRQ 1LFN VWHSSHG XS WR WKH UHFHSWLRQ DQG

SROLWHO VSRNH RXW LQVWDQWO FDXVLQJ WKH PDQ WR WXUQ KLV ZD

DQG FKDQJH KLV ULJRURXV H[SUHVVLRQ LQWR RQH RI FRPIRUW DQG

KRVSLWDOLW HYHQ JRLQJ DV IDU DV SURYLGLQJ D KXPEOH VPLOH :H

ZRXOG OLNH WR WDNH D URRP ZLWK DQ RSHQ YLHZ RI WKH IRXQWDLQ LI

SRVVLEOH

HUWDLQO *LYH PH D PRPHQW 7KH PDQ QRGGHG DQG

SURFHHGHG WR SXOO RXW D ORJERRN WKLFN HQRXJK WR VHUYH DV D

EOXGJHRQLQJ ZHDSRQ VODPPHG LW RQ WKH GHVN VR KDUG LW HFKRHG

across the room and opened it up, quickly shuf ing it over to its
PLG VHFWLRQ DQG PXPEOLQJ LQWR KLV RZQ FKLQ XS XQWLO KH IRXQG

ZKDW KH ZDV ORRNLQJ IRU 7KH RQO RQH , FRXOG SURYLGH RX LV

314, that’s up on the third oor. It’s yours for three gold pieces
DQG RX FDQ VWD XS XQWLO QRRQ WRPRUURZ ([WUD VHUYLFHV DUH QRW

LQFOXGHG RZ ORQJ ZLOO RX EH VWD LQJ



-XVW RQH GD IRU QRZ 1LFN UHVSRQGHG DIWHU WDNLQJ WKH

information in, quite baf ed with their pricing. Three gold pieces
ZRXOG QRUPDOO EH PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK WR FRPIRUWDEO ORGJH LQ D

UHJXODU LQQ IRU PRUH WKDQ D IXOO ZHHN :H ZRXOG DSSUHFLDWH LI

RX FRXOG SURYLGH XV ZLWK D RQTXHVW ERDUG

, ZLOO VHQG IRU RQH ULJKW DZD 7KH PDQ VPLOHG DV VRRQ DV

1LFN SXOOHG WKH PRQH RXW RI KLV SRFNHW DQG ODLG LW GRZQ RQ WKH

UHFHSWLRQ KDVWLO VZDSSLQJ LW IRU WKH URRP NH DQG GLVDSSHDULQJ

WKURXJK WKH EDFN GRRU

,GLRW 9LFWRULD XWWHUHG DV VKH PDGH KHU ZD XS WKH

VWDLUZD EXW QRW EHIRUH VKH ZDV DEVROXWHO FHUWDLQ WKH PDQ LQ

TXHVWLRQ KDG LQGHHG JRQH

6HUYHV RX ULJKW .ULV JULQQHG DZD EHKLQG KHU EDFN WKLV

LV DQ HVWDEOLVKPHQW QRW D ZKRUHKRXVH

RX UH WKH RQH WR VSHDN VKH JURZOHG EDFN DW KLP DQ[LRXVO

HDJHUO MXPSLQJ DW WKH RSSRUWXQLW RX KDYHQ W HYHQ VHHQ RQH

OHW DORQH VHW IRRW LQWR LW (YHQ WKRXJK KH LQWHQVHO ZDQWHG WR

ELWH EDFN .ULV UHPDLQHG VLOHQW DQG SURFHHGHG WR IROORZ KHU XS

DORQJ ZLWK 1LFN

They eventually got up on the third oor, heading down
D KDOOZD OLW XS ZLWK VHYHUDO RLO ODPSV ZDONLQJ GRZQ WKH EOXH

FDUSHW XQWLO WKH UHDFKHG WKH GRRU EHDULQJ WKHLU QXPEHU 6LQFH

he was the one with the key, Nick was the �rst one to enter.
7KHLU FKDPEHU ZDV DFWXDOO DQ HOLWH DSDUWPHQW FOHDUO

reserved for aristocracy. A �ne, small table stood at the center
RI WKH URRP VXUURXQGHG E IRXU UHG VRIDV ZLWK EOXH FXVKLRQV

RQ WKHP 7ZR ODUJH EHGV VWRRG RQ WKH RSSRVLWH VLGH RI WKH

URRP HDFK RI WKHP DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK DQRWKHU VPDOO WDEOH DQG

D FORVHW QXPEHU RI DGGLWLRQDO FORVHWV ZDV DOVR SODFHG DURXQG

WKH URRP SURYLGLQJ PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK VWRUDJH IRU DQ WKLQJ

DQ RQH FRXOG EULQJ DORQJ



7KH RQO ZLQGRZ VWRRG LQ EHWZHHQ WKH EHGV ODUJH HQRXJK

to light up the whole room, negating the need to �re up the oil
ODPSV KDQJLQJ RQ WKH ZDOOV 7KH RQO WKLQJ OHIW LQ WKH GDUN ZDV

WKH EDWKURRP KLGGHQ EHKLQG WKH GRRU QH[W WR RQH RI WKH EHGV

7KUHH JROG SLHFHV IRU WKLV .ULV XWWHUHG LQ DZH ZKHQ KH

UHDOL HG WKH URRP WKH ZDONHG LQWR ZDV DOPRVW WKH VL H RI RQH RI

their classrooms. As expected, the drinking closet was the �rst
RUGHU RI EXVLQHVV IRU KLP HYHQ WKRXJK WKH GDPQ WKLQJ VWRRG

QH[W WR WKH GRRU LQ VXFK D ZD LW FRXOG QRW EH VHHQ ZKHQ LQLWLDOO

entering, Kris had managed to �nd it without jumping a beat, as
LI KH FRXOG VPHOO WKH DOFRKRO KHOG ZLWKLQ

6RPH WKLQJV QHYHU FKDQJH 9LFWRULD PXPEOHG RQ WR

KHUVHOI LQ D JURJJ PDQQHU 6KH ZDV WKH ODVW RQH WR HQWHU ZKLOH

.ULV ZDV UXPPDJLQJ WKH FORVHW DQG WU LQJ WR GHFLGH ZKLFK GULQN

to open �rst, she made her way to one of the beds and hooked
RII KHU JDXQWOHW IURP KHU EHOW 7KLV RQH LV PLQH RX WZR WDNH

WKH RWKHU RQH 6KH VSDW RXW DQG PDGH KHU ZD WRZDUGV WKH

ZLQGRZ

:H OO EH VWD LQJ IRU WKH QLJKW 1LFN DVNHG UDWKHU VXUSULVHG

DV KH FORVHG WKH GRRU VKXW

, GRQ W NQRZ 6KH VKUXJJHG DSSURDFKLQJ WKH ZLQGRZ DQG

VOLGLQJ WKH FXUWDLQV DSDUW RSHQLQJ XS WKH JRUJHRXV YLHZ GRZQ

WKH IRXQWDLQ DQG XS WKH FDWKHGUDO RQ WKH RWKHU VLGH RI LW )RU

D EULHI PRPHQW VKH JD HG GRZQ RQ WKH PDVVHV JDWKHUHG QHDU

WKH IRXQWDLQ ORRNLQJ GRZQ RQ WKHP LQ WKH VDPH PDQQHU VKH

considered them: petty and insigni�cant.
7KHQ ZK DUH RX VWDNLQJ D FODLP 1LFN SURFHHG OHDYLQJ

WKH NH RQ WKH WDEOH DQG VORZO DSSURDFKLQJ KHU

6R QRQH RI RX ZRXOG JHW DQ IXQQ LGHDV 6KH WXUQHG

DURXQG DQG ODVKHG RXW VWRSSLQJ KLP GHDG LQ KLV WUDFNV ZLWK KHU

ZHOO NQRZQ JODUH EULPPLQJ ZLWK DQJHU IWHU HYHU WKLQJ WKH YH

EHHQ WKURXJK VKH VWLOO WUHDWHG WKHP ERWK WKH VDPH D SDLU RI



FKLOGUHQ VKH KDG WR SXW XS ZLWK WKHP MXVW EHFDXVH VKH FRXOG

PDNH JRRG XVH RI WKHLU WDOHQWV

7KH WHQVLRQV LQ WKH DLU GLG QRW ODVW .ULV KDG PDQDJHG WR

FKRRVH KLV GULQN WDNH KROG RI D FRXSOH RI JODVVHV DQG JHW WR

RQH RI WKH VRIDV ZKHQ WKH KHDUG D KHDY NQRFN RQ WKH GRRU ,Q

RUGHU WR FKDQJH WKH VXEMHFW 1LFN WXUQHG DURXQG DQG RSHQHG WKH

door, �nding himself face-to-face with the porter slightly shorter
WKDQ KLP ZHDULQJ WKH W SLFDO UHG DQG ZKLWH XVKHU XQLIRUP DQG

FDUU LQJ D RQTXHVW ERDUG

HUH V RXU RQTXHVW ERDUG EHDVW KXQWHUV 7KH SRUWHU

VSRNH LQ D VHHPLQJO LQQRFHQW PDQQHU UK WKPLFDOO UDLVLQJ DQG

ORZHULQJ KLV H HEURZV DV LI VHQGLQJ RXW D VHFUHW PHVVDJH

:H JRW KHUH HDUO 1LFN UHVSRQGHG DQG VWRRG DVLGH

DOORZLQJ KLP WR ZDON LQ

6R , VHH RX JRW P PHVVDJH H VPLOHG DV WKH GRRU

VODPPHG VKXW EHKLQG KLP FDXVLQJ 9LFWRULD WR WXUQ DZD IURP

WKH ZLQGRZ ZKLOH SXOOLQJ WKH SLHFH RI SDSHU RXW RI KHU SRFNHW

brie y turning it his way. ‘‘Alright then, let’s get down to
EXVLQHVV H SXW WKH ERDUG GRZQ RQ WKH WDEOH DQG WKHQ GURSSHG

RQ WKH VRID QH[W WR .ULV OHDQLQJ EDFN LQWR LW DV LI KH RZQHG WKH

SODFH SXOOLQJ KLV FDS RII DQG EUXVKLQJ KLV VKRUW KDLU 3RXU PH

D JODVV ZLOO D

7KDW VKRXOG KDYH EHHQ TXLWH D VLJKW WR EHKROG XQGHU QRUPDO

FLUFXPVWDQFHV D SRUWHU DVNLQJ KLV JXHVWV WR GR KLV ELGGLQJ EXW

QRW IRU WKRVH UHDGLQJ EHWZHHQ WKH OLQHV

HIRUH ZH EHJLQ GR RX PLQG WHOOLQJ XV ZKR RX UH

UHSUHVHQWLQJ .ULV DVNHG

6RUU FDQ W WHOO RX WKDW WKH SRUWHU VSRNH P VWHULRXVO

FRPSOHWHO XQDZDUH WKH DOUHDG NQHZ WKH DQVZHU DW OHDVW QRW

XQWLO ZH JHW XQGHU ZD





7KHQ E DOO PHDQV WHOO XV ZKDW LW LV DERXW 9LFWRULD MRLQHG

WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQ VLWWLQJ GRZQ RQ WKH VRID QH[W WR KLP 6HHPV

RX ZHQW WKURXJK TXLWH WKH KDVVOH WR JHW XV KHUH

RX VHH RXU RUJDQL DWLRQ KDG EHHQ ORVLQJ D IDLU DPRXQW

RI UHVRXUFHV LQ D SDUWLFXODUO VHQVLWLYH ORFDWLRQ IRU D ZKLOH QRZ

He spoke with an of�cial tone as if being some sort of an
DPEDVVDGRU WDNLQJ D VPDOO VLS IURP WKH JODVV .ULV KDG SURYLGHG

KLP EHIRUH FRQWLQXLQJ :H WULHG UHVROYLQJ WKH LVVXH WKURXJK WKH

XVH RI GLVFUHWH PHWKRGV EXW WR QR DYDLO VR QRZ ZH UH WDNLQJ D

GLIIHUHQW DSSURDFK

7U LQJ ZLWK ODUJH IRUPDWLRQV GLG QRW RFFXU WR RX

9LFWRULD JULQQHG DQG JUDEEHG KHU GULQN DV .ULV ZDV SDVVLQJ

WKHP DURXQG

, VDLG ‘discrete methods’, ODG /DUJH IRUPDWLRQV KH

PXPEOHG IRU D PRPHQW DV LI KH QHHGHG WKDW WLPH WR FRPH XS

ZLWK D SURSHU UHVSRQVH KRZ VKRXOG , SKUDVH WKLV 7KH DWWUDFW

D ORW RI XQZDQWHG DWWHQWLRQ VR ZH UH LPSURYLVLQJ DQG WKHQ

ZH KHDUG RI RX :H YH EHHQ VHQGLQJ RXU RZQ WR VROYH WKH LVVXH

more than once, you’re the �rst outsiders we reached out to.’’
,I RX UH QRW GHDOLQJ ZLWK FRPSHWLWLRQ RU WUDLWRUV WKHQ

RX UH XS DJDLQVW EHDVWV RU MXVW VRPH UDQGRP UDLGHUV .ULV

DVVXPHG

HV , FDQ WHOO RX UH QRW MXVW D UDQGRP SDFN RI

PHUFHQDULHV 7KH SRUWHU HDJHUO VPLOHG

‘‘No, we’re not, and enough foreplay!’’ Victoria ared up,
XQZLOOLQJ WR SXW XS ZLWK DQ PRUH GHOD V :KDW V WKH SULFH DQG

ZKDW V WKH DVVLJQPHQW

‘‘I’ve been told to make an offer of seven hundred and �fty,’’
KH PRYHG RQ ZLWK KLV VSHHFK DV LI QRWKLQJ KDSSHQHG XQVKDNHQ

ZLWK KHU RXWEXUVW EXW , WKLQN RX VXUHO GHVHUYH D WKRXVDQG

*ROG WKDW LV IRU HDFK DQG HYHU RQH RI RX



7KH URRP IHOO VLOHQW DV WKH 3UHODWHV ORRNHG DW HDFK RWKHU

6XFK D VXP ZDV QRW D ODXJKLQJ PDWWHU ZKLFK PHDQW RQO RQH

WKLQJ WKH ZHUH JHWWLQJ GHVSHUDWH WR VROYH WKLV LVVXH

:KDW V WKH DVVLJQPHQW 1LFN VSRNH RXW UHDOL LQJ WKH

SRUWHU KDG EHHQ FOHDUO ZDLWLQJ IRU VRPHRQH WR UHVSRQG EHIRUH

PRYLQJ RQ

‘‘You have to �nd the cause of these disruptions and deal
ZLWK WKHP ,I RX GLVFRYHU DQ VROLG SURRI RX DUH WR EULQJ LW

WR PH DQG , ZLOO SD XS KDOI WKH VXP RX ZLOO JHW WKH RWKHU

KDOI ZKHQ ZH UH FHUWDLQ WKH LVVXH KDV EHHQ GHDOW ZLWK H

FRQFOXGHG LQ WKH VDPH FKLOOLQJ WRQH DV WKH ZRPDQ ZKR VSRNH WR

WKHP HDUOLHU WKDW GD WKH ORRNV RI LW ERWK RI WKHP KDG WKH

VDPH URXWLQH DQG TXLWH D VLPLODU DSSURDFK SHUKDSV WKH G EHHQ

ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU

2QFH DJDLQ WKH 3UHODWHV SDXVHG IRU D PRPHQW UROOLQJ WKHLU

H HV DQG UROOLQJ WKHLU KHDGV ZLWKRXW VD LQJ D ZRUG OLNH D SDFN

RI ZROYHV GHEDWLQJ LQ VLOHQFH ZKHWKHU WR MRLQ IRUFHV WR KXQW DQG

IHDVW WRJHWKHU RU WR VSOLW XS DQG VWDUYH WR GHDWK DORQH

:H OO WDNH LW 9LFWRULD ZDV WKH RQH WR VSHDN KHU FRPUDGHV

nodding in silence as con�rmation.
([FHOOHQW WKH SRUWHU UHMRLFHG DV KH MXPSHG IURP KLV VHDW

TXLFNO JUDEELQJ KLV FDS ZLWK RQH KDQG ZKLOH GLJJLQJ LQWR KLV

SRFNHW ZLWK WKH RWKHU :H OO EH KHDGLQJ WR WKH GRFNV E FDUULDJH

LQ WKH PRUQLQJ RXU VWD WRQLJKW LV RQ WKH KRXVH H ZLQNHG DW

1LFN DV KH SXOOHG KLV KDQG DQG SDVVHG RYHU D GR HQ JROG SLHFHV

WR KLP OHDYLQJ KLP GXPEIRXQGHG DV KH VDZ KLPVHOI RXW

1RZ WKDW ZH JRW WKDW RXW RI WKH ZD , P JRLQJ WR VOHHS

RX WZR VKRXOG UHVW WRR 9LFWRULD PRDQHG DV VKH JRW XS

XQEXFNOHG KHU EHOW DQG EHJDQ WR XQGUHVV QH[W WR KHU EHG ZLWK

KHU EDFN WXUQHG WRZDUGV WKHP OHDUO VKH KDG QR LQWHQWLRQV WR

WDON DERXW WKH DVVLJQPHQW DW OHDVW IRU QRZ



6KH WKUHZ KHU EHOW DVLGH DORQJ ZLWK KHU SRXFK KHU VKLHOG

DQG KHU GDJJHU DOO VWLOO DWWDFKHG WR LW QH[W WR KHU JDXQWOHW ZKLFK

ZDV QRZ TXLWH D ZHDSRQZKHQ FRPSDUHG WR WKH LQLWLDO F OLQGULFDO

RQH VKH VWDUWHG RII ZLWK 6KH SXOOHG GRZQ KHU EUHDVWSODWH DQG

KHU EORXVH UHYHDOLQJ DQ DEXQGDQFH RI VFDUV VKH FRQVLGHUHG

WURSKLHV IURP KHU DGYHQWXUHV DGDPDQWO UHIXVLQJ WR UHPRYH

WKHP HYHQ ZKHQ RIIHUHG WR GR VR ZLWKRXW FKDUJH UHO LQJ RQ

KHU UHJHQHUDWLRQ MXVW HQRXJK WR FORVH WKH ZRXQGV WKDW FDXVHG

WKHP

6KH QHYHU FRQFHDOHG KHU XSSHU WRUVR IURP DQ RQH XQOLNH

WKH ORZHU ELW ZKLFK VKH NHSW VWULFWO WR KHUVHOI IWHU XQGUHVVLQJ

GRZQ WR KHU ZDLVW VKH SXW RQ WKH VOHHSLQJ JRZQ IURP WKH FORVHW

DQG SURFHHGHG WR UHPRYH WKH UHVW RI KHU FORWKLQJ WRVVLQJ LW RQ

D PHVV SLOH QH[W WR WKH EHG EHIRUH VOLSSLQJ XQGHU WKH VKHHWV

.ULV DQG 1LFN SDLG QR DWWHQWLRQ WR KHU RFFXSLHG ZLWK WKHLU

GLVWDQW WKRXJKWV DV WKH VDW RQH DFURVV WKH RWKHU DQG EHJDQ

DUUDQJLQJ WKH SLHFHV RQ WKH ERDUG

7KH WZR RI WKHP KDYH LPSURYHG TXLWH D ORW VLQFH WKH

started off hunting beasts, evolving into reliable �ghters able
WR SXOO WKHLU RZQ ZHLJKW ZLWKRXW DVNLQJ WRR PDQ TXHVWLRQV

(YHQ WKRXJK KH ZDV WKUHH HDUV RXQJHU WKDQ 9LFWRULD .ULV

ZDV HTXDOO FDSDEOH ZKHQ LW FDPH WR FRPEDW EHFRPLQJ D

reliable Prelate but still being the second �ghter in the trio
VLPSO EHFDXVH LW ZDV VPRRWKHU IRU KLP WR IROORZ FRPPDQGV

WKDQ LVVXH WKHP H ZDV WKH RQH VXSSRUWLQJ ZKDWHYHU 9LFWRULD

FDPH XS ZLWK HYHQ WDNLQJ XS D SRUWLRQ RI WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW

ZKHQ QHFHVVDU H EHFDPH IDU PRUH REVHUYDQW DQG IDU PRUH

FDXWLRXV WKDQ KHU ZKLFK ZDV FOHDUO YLVLEOH LQ WKH FRPSOHWH ODFN

RI DQ VFDUULQJ 0RVW QRWDEO KH JRW KLV HJR XQGHU FRQWURO QRW

WDNLQJ QHDUO DV PXFK SULGH LQ KLV DFWLRQV DV VKH GLG JUDGXDOO

turning from an egoist into a responsible �ghter and quite a
FDSDEOH PHUFHQDU



2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG 1LFN ZDV WKH RGG RQH RXW WKH XQLTXH

HOHPHQW 8QOLNH .ULV ZKR ZRNH XS IURP KLV FRPD DIWHU RQO D

FRXSOH RI GD V DIWHU WKH QQXDO (QFRXQWHU LW WRRN 1LFN WZR

ZKROH PRQWKV WR UHJDLQ FRQVFLRXVQHVV DQG WZR PRUH WR JHW RXW

RI EHG ZLWKRXW DQ RQH V KHOS 0RVW KDG DVVXPHG KLV FRPEDW

FDUHHU FDPH WR DQ HQG WKHQ DQG WKHUH EXW EDUHO VL[ PRQWKV ODWHU

WKH ZHUH DOO SURYHQ YHU PXFK ZURQJ

LV XQLTXH WDOHQW DOORZHG KLP WR HDVLO PDVWHU SUHWW PXFK

DQ 3UHODWH NQRZOHGJH KH ZDV SURYLGHG DV LI KH DOUHDG NQHZ

PRVW RI LW EHIRUHKDQG EXW KH GLG QRW VWRS WKHUH HWHUPLQHG

WR EHFRPH DQ H[FHSWLRQDO OHULF KH KLW WKH ERRNV ZD EH RQG

KLV LQWHQGHG OHYHO DQG ZDV VRPHKRZ DEOH WR SHUFHLYH DQG

DSSO FHUWDLQ OHULF VNLOOV HYHQ WKRXJK KH KDGQ W PDVWHUHG WKHLU

3UHODWH SUHUHTXLVLWHV SHUIRUPLQJ D IHDW ZKLFK ZDV FRQVLGHUHG

LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH E PDQ DQG LPSRVVLEOH E PRVW HFDXVH RI

this, Nick became the �rst Prelate in the history of the Asurthan
PSKRULXP ZKR ZDV JLYHQ VSHFLDO WUHDWPHQW LQVWHDG RI

DWWHQGLQJ WKLUG HDU 3UHODWH FODVVHV KH ZDV QRZ SURPRWHG WR WKH

�fth and his Amphorium days were quickly coming to an end.
:LWKLQ WKH WULR KH ZDV WKH RQH ZLWK WKH PRVW SRWHQW

HQKDQFHPHQWV 1RW RQO ZHUH WKH VWURQJHU WKDQ DQWLFLSDWHG

EXW DOVR ODVWHG ORQJHU H DOVR PDVWHUHG D FRXSOH RI OHULF

HQKDQFHPHQWV RQO WKH FKRVHQ HOLWH FRXOG SULGH WKHPVHOYHV

ZLWK 7KDW PDGH KLP WKH GHVLJQDWHG HQKDQFHU LQ WKH WULR DQG

LW ZDV SUHWW PXFK HYHU WKLQJ KH HQGHG XS GRLQJ ,Q FRPEDW

KH ZRXOG XVXDOO VWDQG DVLGH DQG SURYLGH DLG ZKHQHYHU QHHGHG

NHHSLQJ KLV DOOLHV VDIH IURP DQ WKLQJ XQZDQWHG DQG SURYLGLQJ

the boost to overcome their challenges. His �rst great adventure
ZLWK WKH VSLGHU LQ WKH .REROG PLQH ZDV WKH ODVW DGYHQWXUH

ZRUWK UHPHPEHULQJ DQG WKH ODVW FKDOOHQJH WR WUXO WHVW KLV OLPLWV

as time went on he became less of a �ghter and more of an
DFWLYH REVHUYHU VRPHWLPHV DQ HQKDQFHU VRPHWLPHV D KHDOHU

GHSHQGLQJ RQ UHTXLUHPHQWV



V WLPH PRYHG RQ DQG DV WKHLU DVVLJQPHQWV ZHQW RQ KH ZDV

VORZO FRPLQJ WR WHUPV ZLWK KLV UROH ZLWKLQ WKH JURXS VORZO

JUDVSLQJ WKH WUXH QDWXUH RI EHLQJ D OHULF XW HYHQ WKRXJK KH

XQGHUVWRRG WKLV 1LFN VWLOO IHOW VRPHWKLQJ ZDV DZIXOO ZURQJ



DS
L

The faithful day had �nally arrived. Instead of waking her
XS ZLWK D VODVK RI KLV EHOW DFURVV KHU EDFN 0RUGHN WRRN KHU E

WKH KDLU DQG UDLVHG KHU RII WKH JURXQG 6KH EDUHO IHOW DQ SDLQ

DW OHDVW WKDW V KRZ VKH PDGH LW DSSHDU

RX ZLOO EH EURNHQ WRGD H ODXJKHG PDQLDFDOO DV KH

VWRRG KHU XS RQ KHU RZQ IHHW HOOD WULHG KHU EHVW WR UHPDLQ

XSULJKW EXW WKH ZHLJKW RI KHU RZQ ERG SXOOHG KHU EDFN WR WKH

oor the moment he released his grip, her legs unable to bear
WKH ORDG

‘‘I want to... get up...’’ she growled from the oor, trying her
EHVW WR PXVWHU WKH VWUHQJWK VKH FOHDUO GLG QRW KDYH 6KH ZDQWHG

WR GLVDSSRLQW 0RUGHN PRUH WKDQ DQ WKLQJ WR VKRZ KLP KRZ

SRLQWOHVV KLV WRUWXUH VHHPHG WR EH EXW ZLOOSRZHU DORQH ZDVQ W

HQRXJK WR JHW KHU ERG PRYLQJ DJDLQ HU UDJH VORZO EHJDQ

WXUQLQJ LQWR VRUURZ EXW IDLOHG WR ZLWKHU HQWLUHO DV VKH DSSOLHG

KHU PHWDO FRQGLWLRQLQJ WR WXUQ WR DSDWK E VKHHU ZLOO

DK 7DNH KHU DZD H PXPEOHG ZLWK D GLVSOHDVLQJ

H[SUHVVLRQ RQ KLV IDFH

7ZR PDLGV GUHVVHG LQ WKHLU FDVXDO XQLIRUPV ERWK LQ WKHLU

HDUO IRUWLHV DSSHDUHG RXW RI WKH KDOOZD EHKLQG KLV EDFN DQG

VORZO DSSURDFKHG KHU FDUHIXOO SLFNLQJ KHU XS DQG KHOSLQJ KHU

PRYH 0RUGHN GLG QRW IROORZ WKHP SURFHHGLQJ WR LQVSHFW WKH

FHOO LQVWHDG

6KH ZDV ZHOO DZDUH ZKDW ZHUH WKH OLQLQJ KHU XS IRU EXW

VXUSULVLQJO VKH ZDVQ W DIUDLG QRW DQ PRUH V VRRQ DV VKH ZDV



GUDJJHG RXW RI WKH FHOO VKH IHOW JHQXLQHO KDSS /HDQLQJ RQ

ERWK RI WKH PDLGV DV VXSSRUWV HOOD PDQDJHG WR EDUHO ZDON XS

WR WKH GXQJHRQ HQWUDQFH LPSDWLHQWO ZDLWLQJ IRU RQH RI WKHP

WR RSHQ LW :LWK WKDW RXW RI WKH ZD VKH KDG KHUVHOI GUDJJHG

RXW RI WKH GDUN XQGHUSDVVHV RI 8PEUHNKDQ WKH UDJRQV 1HVW

DQG ZDV QRZ KHDGLQJ EDFN LQWR WKH ZRUOG VKH KDG OHIW VHHPLQJO

ORQJ DJR

VLQFHUH VPLOH VWUHWFKHG DFURVV KHU IDFH ZKHQ WKH PDLGV

lead her to their chambers and �nally brought her into the castle.
Through the large windows, for the �rst time in what seemed
DQ HWHUQLW VKH IHOW WKH GD OLJKW RQ KHU IDFH DQG LPPHGLDWHO

IHOW LW EHLQJ IDU VWURQJHU WKDQ EHIRUH W WKDW YHU PRPHQW VKH

UHDOL HG WKDW HLWKHU ZD WKLQJV WXUQ RXW WRGD VKH ZLOO QHYHU VHW

IRRW LQ WKRVH GXQJHRQV DJDLQ DV D SULVRQHU

7KH PDLGV WRRN WR WKHLU GXWLHV ZKLOH WKH RXQJHU DQG WDOOHU

RQH UHPDLQHG VWDQGLQJ WR SURYLGH HOOD ZLWK PXFK QHHGHG

VXSSRUW WKH ROGHU RQH DWWHPSWHG WR WDNH KHU FORWKHV RII 7R

KHU JUHDW GLVFRPIRUW KHU UDJV ZHUH VRDNHG LQ VZHDW EORRG DQG

�lth for far too long and were thoroughly fused to her skin. No
PDWWHU ZKLFK SDUW RI KHU FORWKHV WKH PDLG UHDFKHG IRU LW VLPSO

GLG QRW JLYH ZD HYHQ WKH VOLJKWHVW

/RRNV OLNH ZH KDYH WR VRDN WKHP RII RX 7KH PDLG

FRQFOXGHG DV WKH VORZO OLIWHG WKH WRUWXUHG JLUO MXVW HQRXJK IRU

KHU IHHW WR VOLGH RYHU WKH HGJHV RI WKH ZRRGHQ WXE 7KH JHQWO

ORZHUHG KHU LQWR WKH FOHDU ZDWHU ZKLFK TXLFNO FKDQJHG FRORU

IRU WKH ZRUVH RXOG RX KHDW LW XS SOHDVH WKH PDLG SROLWHO

DVNHG UHDOL LQJ WKH ZDWHU KDG FRROHG GRZQ FRQVLGHUDEO VLQFH

WKH SRXUHG LW LQ

:LWKRXW UHVSRQGLQJ HOOD ORZHUHG KHU KDQGV LQWR WKH ZDWHU

DQG UHOHDVHG D GHHS VLJK PDGH D QDVW H[SUHVVLRQ RQ KHU IDFH

as she brie y strained herself, summoning one of her skills and
UHOHDVLQJ D UDZ EXUVW RI HQHUJ 6RRQ HQRXJK WKH ZDWHU DURXQG



KHU SDOPV EHJDQ ERLOLQJ DQG IXPHV EHJDQ ELOORZLQJ RXW IURP

EHORZ

6KH VTXHDOHG ZKHQ WKH RXQJHU PDLG WULHG WR UHPRYH D SDUW

RI KHU WRUQ GUHVV IURP KHU EDFN DQG PLVHUDEO IDLOHG DW LW 7KH

FRDUVH SLHFH RI FORWK KDG VWLOO EHHQ IXVHG WR KHU VNLQ VRDNLQJ LW

GLG QRW KHOS EXW WKHUH ZDV QR FKRLFH LQ WKH PDWWHU WKH PDLGV KDG

WR JHW KHU XQGUHVVHG 7KH RXQJHU WULHG WR SXOO KDUGHU IRUFLQJ

DQRWKHU VTXHDO RXW RI HOOD ZKHQ KHU VNLQ FUDFNHG DQG D EULHI

VWUHDP RI EORRG PDGH LWV ZD GRZQ KHU EDFN RSHQLQJ XS RQH

RI KHU FRXQWOHVV ZRXQGV

DOO IRU OPD WKH ROGHU PDLG RUGHUHG ZLWKRXW WRR PXFK

RI D IXVV IRUFLQJ WKH RXQJHU RQH WR OHDYH WKH URRP , P

VRUU VKH TXLHWO DGGHG DV VKH SUHVVHG RQ WKH ZRXQG LQ RUGHU

WR VWRS WKH EOHHGLQJ

,W V QRW KHU IDXOW HOOD UHSOLHG ZLWK D IDNH VPLOH VORZO

VKLIWLQJ KHU WKRXJKWV WRZDUGV WKH HYHQW DKHDG RI KHU :KDW

ZKDW VKRXOG , GR ZKHQ , VWDQG EHIRUH KLP VKH DVNHG DZD DV

she gazed into her own �lth.
,I RX KDYHQ W GRQH DQ WKLQJ ZURQJ WKHUH V QRWKLQJ WR EH

DIUDLG RI 7KHPDLG UHSOLHG FRPSDVVLRQDWHO JHQXLQHO VXUSULVHG

WKH JLUO ZDV FOHDUO DZDUH RI KHU SUHGLFDPHQW 6KH SURFHHGHG WR

XQGUHVV KHU KHU H[SHULHQFH DOORZLQJ KHU WR VWULS VRPH RI WKH

UDJV EHIRUH OHWWLQJ ORRVH DQRWKHU VWUHDP RI EORRG HOOD IHOW WKH

SDLQ EXW LW ZDV FRQVLGHUDEO PLOGHU WKDQ EHIRUH -XVW EH RXU

own self and everything will be �ne.’’ The maid concluded when
she �nally managed to strip her down to her waist after more
WKDQ KDOI DQ KRXU RI SDWLHQW WXJJLQJ

7KH GDPDJH RQ KHU KDQGV DQG KHU VWRPDFK ZDVQ W WRR

VHULRXV EXW WKH VNLQ RQ KHU EDFN ZDV FRPSOHWHO GHIRUPHG

OD HUHG ZLWK VFDUV DQG ZRXQGV VWDFNHG RQH RQ WRS RI WKH RWKHU

FOHDU VLJQV RI 0RUGHN V WKRURXJK URXWLQH



:H UH KHUH OPD VSRNH XS DV VKH HQWHUHG WKH FKDPEHU

D EORQGH LQ KHU HDUO WKLUWLHV ZLWK D VLQFHUHO LQQRFHQW IDFH QRW

XQOLNH WKH ROGHU PDLG DUULYLQJ DORQJ ZLWK WKH RXQJHU PDLG

VHQW WR VHHN KHU RXW HU XQLIRUP PDGH KHU DSSHDU VRPHZKDW

SULYLOHJHG FRPSDUHG WR WKH RWKHU WZR 6KH WRRN RQH ORRN DW WKH

KDOI QDNHG JLUO LQ WKH WXE EHIRUH H[FODLPLQJ , FDQ W GR P ZRUN

ZKLOH VKH V VWLOO GUHVVHG

HDULQJ WKDW WKH ROGHU PDLG VWRRG XS EHKLQG HOOD V EDFN

JUDEELQJ KHU XQGHUQHDWK KHU DUPSLWV DQG KHOSLQJ KHU VWUDLJKWHQ

XS ZKLOH WKH RXQJHU RQH SURFHHGHG WR VWULS DQG WHDU WKH ODVW

RI KHU UDJV IXVHG WR KHU OHJV )RUWXQDWHO 0RUGHN GLG QRW SD

WRR PXFK DWWHQWLRQ WR VWULNLQJ EHORZ WKH EHOW VR WKDW SDUW RI KHU

ERG ZDV ODUJHO YRLG RI EUXLVLQJ RU ZRXQGV PDNLQJ WKH UDJV

FRPH RII VRPHZKDW VPRRWKO

Slowly washing her down with the �lthy water they had at
KDQG WKH PDLGV PDQDJHG WR ZDVK HOOD DV FDUHIXOO DV WKH

FRXOG UROOLQJ KHU XS LQ D ODUJH WRZHO DQG FDUHIXOO ZLSLQJ KHU GU

IURP KHDG WR WRH OHDYLQJ RQO KHU KDLU ZHW WR D FHUWDLQ H[WHQW

7KH WKHQ IROGHG WKH ZHW WRZHO DQG GURSSHG LW LQ IURQW RI KHU

tub, helping her to stand on it to keep her feet off the cold oor.
Once they were sure she was able to stand �rm on her own, the
PDLGV VWRRG DVLGH WR JLYH OPD WKH URRP WR ZRUN

6SUHDG RXW RXU DUPV OPD VXJJHVWHG ZKLOH SXOOLQJ WZR

KDOYHV RI D PRGHUQ OHULF VWLFN IURP EHQHDWK KHU XQLIRUP DQG

VPRRWKO ODWFKLQJ WKHP WRJHWKHU LQVWDQWO FDXVLQJ DQ VXUJH RI

KDWUHG LQ HOOD V PLQG (YHQ WKRXJK VKH ZDV DZDUH WKH ZRPDQ

ZDV KHUH WR KHOS KHU HOOD IHOW DQ LQVWLQFWLYH KDWUHG WRZDUGV

KHU WKH YHU PRPHQW VKH UHDOL HG KRZ GLIIHUHQW WKH ZHUH V D

RPLQLRQ 0DQVHU HOOD ZDV WDXJKW DQG FDPH WR DFFHSW WKDW KHU

SURIHVVLRQ LV WKH H[DOWHG RQH DQG WKDW VKH ZDV ERXQG WR QXUWXUH

DV PXFK KDWUHG DV VKH SRVVLEO FRXOG WRZDUGV DQ RWKHU LQ RUGHU

WR KDUQHVV WKDW VDPH KDWUHG DV D ZHDSRQ 6WLOO HYHQ ZLWK WKDW

KDWUHG VWDUWLQJ WR EXUQ LQVLGH RI KHU HOOD FRPSOLHG DQG JHQWO





UDLVHG KHU DUPV SURYLGLQJ FOHDU DFFHVV WR WKH ZRXQGV RQ KHU

FKHVW DQG KHU ZDLVW 7KH OHULF WRRN KROG RI KHU VWLFN ZLWK ERWK

KHU KDQGV DQG VXPPRQHG D EOXH JORZ WKHQ GLUHFWHG LW IRUZDUGV

ZLWK KHU OHIW KDQG

/HDYHPHP VFDUV HOOD SURXGO DQG JUXGJLQJO UXPEOHG

EXW UHPDLQHG LQ KHU FRPSOLDQW VWDQFH QRQHWKHOHVV 6KH IHOW D PLOG

EUHH H UHDFKLQJ KHU VNLQ ZKHQ WKH OHULF GLUHFWHG KHU JORZ LQWR

WKH ZRXQGV DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK D VWUDQJH QXPELQJ VHQVDWLRQ WKDW

brie y forced her to cringe at �rst.
0 QDLYH FKLOG OPD VLJKHG SURFHHGLQJ ZLWK VPRRWK

PRYHPHQWV DFURVV KHU VNLQ VORZO UHPRYLQJ KHU ZRXQGV RQH E

RQH 6FDUV DUH ZRUWKOHVV WR DOO EXW WKH ZHDN HOOD IHOW DQRWKHU

EXUVW RI KDWUHG EXLOGLQJ XS LQVLGH FDXVHG E WKH UHDOL DWLRQ VKH

ZRQ W EH DEOH WR VKRZ KHU VFDUV RII WR DQ RQH 6KH FRQVLGHUHG

doing something about that, maybe �ghting the Cleric and
NHHSLQJ KHU VFDUV E IRUFH EXW VKH GHFLGHG QRW WR SXUVXH WKDW

WKRXJKW 7KH VHQVDWLRQ RI KHDOLQJ ZDV DOO WRR DSSHDOLQJ WR OHW JR

RI D VWUHDP RI VHHPLQJO FROG HQHUJ ZDV VORZO UHJHQHUDWLQJ

KHU ERG DQG VKH FRXOG IHHO KHU VNLQ EHFRPLQJ DV VPRRWK DV LW

once was. She felt the pleasure of healing for the very �rst time
DQG LW ZDV WRR DGGLFWLQJ WR GLVUXSW VR LQ VHFUHW VKH ZDV KRSLQJ

IRU LW WR ODVW IRU DV ORQJ DV SRVVLEOH

6KH ORZHUHG KHU KHDG DQG UHOHDVHG TXLWH D VLJK ZKHQ OPD

EHJDQ KHDOLQJ KHU EDFN RQVLGHULQJ PLVHUDEOH VWDWH RI LW WKH

KHDOLQJ WRRN D ZKLOH VR PXFK VR WKDW WKH WUHDWPHQW KDG WR EH

brie y interrupted for the healer to catch her breath. She had
KHU KDQGV IXOO

)LQDOO ZKHQKHU EDFNZDV GHDOW ZLWK WKH OHULF SURFHHGHG WR

IRUP WKH EOXH JORZ DJDLQ DQG WRRN LW LQ IURQW RI HOOD WR UHVWRUH

WKH VNLQ RQ KHU VWRPDFK NQHHOLQJ GRZQ WR UHDFK IRU KHU OHJV DV

ZHOO OO WKH ZKLOH HOOD GLG QRW VKLIW KHU JD H HYHQ RQFH VWDULQJ

LQ DSDWK GLUHFWO DKHDG DV LI VKH ZDV VWDQGLQJ LQ IRUPDWLRQ DQG

KDG WR UHPDLQ SHUIHFWO VWLOO XQWLO RUGHUHG RWKHUZLVH



:KHQ WKH WUHDWPHQW ZDV GRQH HOD KHDUG WKH VRXQG RI WKH

ZHDSRQ FUDFNLQJ OPD VHSDUDWHG KHU VWLFN DQG SXOOHG LW EHKLQG

KHU EDFN FRQFHDOLQJ LW XQGHUQHDWK KHU XQLIRUP DJDLQ DORQJ ZLWK

KHU WUXH QDWXUH 6KH GLG QRW XWWHU DQ WKLQJ DV VKH OHIW WKH URRP

OHDYLQJ WKH PDLGV WR GUHVV HOOD XS 7KH TXLFNO HPEHOOLVKHG KHU

IRU KHU HQFRXQWHU GUHVVLQJ KHU XS LQ WKH IDQFLHVW JUH 0DQVHU

dress they could �nd. At �rst they attempted to provide her with
IDQF KHHOV EXW VLQFH VKH VWLOO ZDVQ W DEOH WR ZDON RQ KHU RZQ DQG

QHYHU KDG WKH SULYLOHJH RI ZDONLQJ LQ WKRVH WR EHJLQ ZLWK WKH

TXLFNO UHSODFHG WKHP ZLWK WKH DSSURSULDWH JUH ERRWV

QRRQ VKH ZDV UHDG WR IDFH WKH ORUG 7KH WLPH VKH VSHQW

ZLWK WKH PDLGV DQG WKH KXPEOH OHULF WUHDWPHQW ZDV MXVW HQRXJK

to partially recover her ruined state, she could �nally walk on her
RZQ EXW FRQVLGHUDEO VORZ DQG QRW WRR IDU ZLWKRXW UHTXLULQJ

D UHVW 6LQFH VKH GLG QRW NQRZ WKH ZD WR WKH ORUG V FKDPEHUV

WKH ROGHU PDLG KHOSHG KHU DORQJ WKURXJK WKH FRUULGRUV DQG WKH

VWDLUZD V RI WKH UDJRQ V 1HVW XS XQWLO WKH UHDFKHG D SDUWLFXODU

DUHD HOOD VXGGHQO UHFRJQL HG

.QRFN RQ WKH ODUJH GRRU DW WKH HQG 7KH PDLG GLUHFWHG KHU

WR WKH RSSRVLWH HQG RI WKH FRUULGRU DQG OHIW KHU WR KHU GHYLFHV

,W ZDV WKH YHU VDPH FRUULGRU VKH JRW FDUULHG WKURXJK LQ KHU

GUHDP IURP D GLIIHUHQW SHUVSHFWLYH DPQ VHHPV WKDW ZDVQ W

MXVW D GUHDP

6KH VWRRG LQ IURQW RI WKH ODUJH PHWDO GRRU DQG WRRN KROG

RI WKH KDQGOH RQ LWV PLGGOH EDQJLQJ LW IRXU WLPHV ZKLOH GRLQJ

KHU EHVW WR NHHS KHU HPRWLRQV LQ FKHFN 6DGO ZKHQ WKH GRRUV

RSHQHG ZLWKRXW DQ RQH KROGLQJ WKHP IURP WKH RWKHU VLGH DQG

ZKHQ VKH VDZ KLP VKH EDUHO FRQWDLQHG KHU KHDUW IURP VWRSSLQJ

RXW RI VKHHU SDQLF

/RUG UDHO VDW EHKLQG KLV ODUJH GHVN DQG ZDV FXUUHQWO

IDFLQJ KHU ZD 1RW IDU IURP KLV SDSHUV VFUROOV DQG WKH WZR

ODUJH FXSV FRQWDLQLQJ KLV SHQV DQG KLV ZULWLQJ LQN RQ WKH FORVHU

KDOI RI WKH GHVN VWRRG VHYHUDO SODWHV ORDGHG ZLWK IRRG JUHDW



SRUFHODLQ ERZO RFFXSLHG WKH YHU PLGGOH RI WKH GHVN DQG EHLQJ

WKH ODUJHVW DQG WKH EULJKWHVW REMHFW LW LPPHGLDWHO FDXJKW KHU

DWWHQWLRQ ZDUP VWHDP ZDV VORZO ULVLQJ WKURXJK WKH KROHV RQ LWV

OLG DQG VSUHDGLQJ WKH DSSHDOLQJ VFHQW RI FKLFNHQ VRXS DOO DURXQG

D VFHQW VKH IHOW WKH PRPHQW VKH HQWHUHG WKH URRP 2Q KHU VLGH

RI WKH GHVN VWRRG D VLQJOH FKDLU DORQJ ZLWK D VLQJOH HPSW SODWH

ZLWK D VLQJOH IRUN D VLQJOH NQLIH DQG D VLQJOH VSRRQ QH[W WR LW

3OHDVH VLW 7KH /RUG VDLG ZLWKRXW UDLVLQJ KLV JD H QRU

KLV KDQGV IURP KLV SDSHUZRUN V VRRQ DV HOOD VWHSSHG DZD

IURP WKH GRRU LW VSRQWDQHRXVO FORVHG EHKLQG KHU VR VLOHQWO

VKH GLGQ W HYHQ QRWLFH 6KH VDW GRZQ RQ KHU FKDLU RSSRVLQJ WKH

ORUG REVHUYLQJ KLP LQ JUHDW IHDU KH VWLOO ZDVQ W SD LQJ KHU PXFK

DWWHQWLRQ 6KH NHSW RQ ORRNLQJ DW KLP TXHVWLRQLQJ KHU IHDUV

DQG WU LQJ WR VXSSUHVV WKHP WDSSLQJ KHU KHHOV LQ DQ[LHW DV WKH

PRPHQWV VWUHWFKHG RQ

6KH GLG PDQDJH WR RSHQ KHU PRXWK RQFH RU WZLFH PXVWHULQJ

KHU FRXUDJH WR VSHDN EXW HYHU WLPH VKH VWUDLQHG KHUVHOI WR SXVK

WKH DLU RXW RI KHU OXQJV KHU WKURDW ZRXOG ORFN XS DQG VKH ZRXOG

IDOO VLOHQW H VHHPHG WR EH TXLWH EXV ZLWK KLV SDSHUZRUN

WKDW PXFK ZDV FOHDU HOOD FRQFOXGHG LW PXVW KDYH EHHQ VRPH

LPSRUWDQW EXVLQHVV DV WKH ORUG VXGGHQO IROGHG D SLHFH RI SDSHU

GULSSHG D ELW RI ZD[ RQ LW DQG SUHVVHG KLV ULQJ RQ WKH GRFXPHQW

WR SURSHUO VHDO LW

RX PXVW EH IDPLVKHG HDW KH VSRNH LQ WKH VDPH

PLOG YRLFH DV EHIRUH SXWWLQJ WKH VHDOHG SDSHU DVLGH DQG WDNLQJ

KROG RI DQRWKHU RQH H DSSHDUHG QRZKHUH QHDU DV P WKLFDO

DV WKH WHDFKHUV GHVFULEHG KLP WR EH QRW HYHQ D JOLPSVH RI

WKH DERPLQDWLRQ IURP WKH GHSWKV RI GDUNQHVV KH ZDV XVXDOO

SRUWUD HG

HOOD V LQLWLDO LQWHQWLRQ ZDV WR SRXU D KXPEOH DPRXQW RI

VRXO LQWR KHU SODWH SHUKDSV DIUDLG VKH PLJKW LQVXOW WKH ORUG ZLWK

any rude gesture, so that was what she did at �rst, but then, in



WKH PLGVW RI KHU FKDRWLF WKRXJKWV D SDUWLFXODU RQH DSSHDUHG RXW

RI QRZKHUH DQG WKUHZ KHU IRFXV FRPSOHWHO RII

To hell with this, I haven’t had a proper meal in, like, forever, and I’ll
be damned if I’m going to starve sitting in front of all of this food.

7KDW VDPH PRPHQW WKH /RUG FKXFNOHG D ELW DQG PDGH D

VLOHQW FRXJK EXW GLGQ W VKLIW KLV DWWHQWLRQ IURP KLV ZRUN 0D EH

KH PDQDJHG WR VQDWFK WKDW WKRXJKW RU VHQVH LW RU PD EH LW ZDV

MXVW FRLQFLGHQFH (LWKHU ZD HOOD ZDV ZD WRR VWDUYHG RXW WR

FDUH KHU VWRPDFK ZDV VFUHDPLQJ IRU DWWHQWLRQ DQG EHJJLQJ KHU

WR VWXII LW XS 6KH SRXUHG DV PXFK VRXS DV VKH FRXOG SRVVLEO

�t into her plate without spilling, took her spoon and took
her �rst gulp. That yellow, juicy, fat-riddled liquid loaded with
VPDOO FKXQNV RI FKLFNHQ PHDW DQG YHJHWDEOHV EURXJKW XSRQ WKH

WDVWH RI VXFK SHUIHFWLRQ VKH QHDUO FKRNHG IURP WKH SOHDVXUH

2QH VSRRQIXO DIWHU DQRWKHU VKH FOHDUHG WKH HQWLUH SODWH WKHQ

proceeded to �ll it up again and then clean it even faster. Then
VKH WRRN KHU IRUN DQG VQDWFKHG WKH FORVHVW ELWV RI FKHHVH

URDVWHG PHDW DQG VWHDPHG YHJHWDEOHV LQ UDQGRP RUGHU IURP DOO

WKH SODWHV FRPSOHWHO JLYLQJ LQWR KHU JOXWWRQ

The roars from the depths of her stomach had �nally ceased
RQO DIWHU WKH DPRXQW RI IRRG RQ WKH WDEOH ZDV FXW LQ KDOI ZKHQ

VKH ZDV VR VWXIIHG VKH FRXOGQ W HYHQ RSHQ KHU PRXWK SURSHUO

OHW DORQH VZDOORZ DQRWKHU ELWH :LWK KHU VWRPDFK IXOO ORDGHG

and bearing a sense of ful�llment she hadn’t experienced in a
ORQJ WLPH VKH OHDQHG EDFN LQWR KHU FKDLU DQG OHW RXW D VLJK RI

FOHDU SOHDVXUH 6HHPHG WKDW ZDV H[DFWO WKH PRPHQW WKH /RUG

ZDV ZDLWLQJ IRU

HOOD GR RX NQRZ ZK DUH RX KHUH KH VSRNH XS DOO RI

D VXGGHQ VWLOO IRFXVHG RQ KLV SDSHUZRUN 6KH RI FRXUVH KDG D

PLOOLRQ WKRXJKWV LQVWDQWO VFUHDPLQJ WKURXJK KHU PLQG TXLFNO

UHPLQGLQJ KHU ZKHUH VKH ZDV EXW QRQH RI WKRVH WKRXJKWV ZDV

KHOSIXO HQRXJK WR SURYLGH D VHQVLEOH DQVZHU



, KDYH QR LGHD VKH RIIHUHG WKH RQO UHVSRQVH VKH FRXOG

VLQFHUHO DQG TXLFNO MXVW OLNH VKH ZDV DGYLVHG WR GR

‘‘Try again.’’ He sighed for the very �rst time and raised his
KHDG XS WR PDNH H H FRQWDFW 7KDW VWDUH RI KLV PDGH KHU IHHO

as insigni�cant as a grain of sand, it made her shrivel in terror
DV VKH IHOW OLWHUDOO VZDOORZHG E LW 6KH IHOW WKH WUXH LQWHQWLRQ

KLGGHQ EHKLQG VXFK D JD H DQG UHDOL HG KH DFFRPSOLVKHG LW

awlessly, becoming aware of every single detail of her entire
OLIH LQ DQ LQVWDQW

, UHDOO GRQ W NQRZ 6KH UHVSRQGHG QRZ UHYHUEHUDWLQJ

ZLWK IHDU PRUH WKDQ DQ WKLQJ

, VHH H QRGGHG DQG VORZO JRW XS IURP KLV FKDLU FRPLQJ

WR WKH OHIW VLGH RI WKH GHVN UH RX DZDUH WKDW RX YH EHHQ

VWHDOLQJ IURP PH KH DVNHG DV KH WRRN KROG RI D FKXQN RI

IULHG PHDW IURP WKH FORVHVW SODWH DQG ELW LQWR LW UH RX DZDUH

WKDW HYHU WKLQJ DURXQG WKLV FDVWOH DQG HYHU WKLQJ ZLWKLQ LWV ZDOOV

EHORQJV WR PH DORQH VWDUWLQJ ZLWK WKH ZDWHU RX YH EHHQ VHFUHWO

GULQNLQJ DQG WKH UDWV RX YH EHHQ VHFUHWO HDWLQJ

, KDYHQ W WKRXJKW RI WKDW 6KH FRQIHVVHG ORZHULQJ

KHU KHDG LQ VKDPH 6KH ZDV FRPSOHWHO DZDUH KRZ WKLHYHV DUH

SXQLVKHG DFFRUGLQJ WR UDNRQLDQ ODZ PDLQO E ORVLQJ WKHLU

�ngers or their entire hand, sometimes even being put to death
LI WKH FDVH LV VHULRXV HQRXJK RU WKH YLFWLP ZDV RI KLJKHU VWDWXUH

and in uence.
2I FRXUVH RX GLGQ W EXW WKDW GRHVQ W PDWWHU QRZ H

KXPEO VPLOHG DQG VWHSSHG IRUZDUG ZDONLQJ EHKLQG KHU EDFN

DQG ORZHULQJ KLV KDQGV RQ KHU FKDLU 7KH GU ZRRG VKULHNHG

IURP WKH VXGGHQ LQFUHDVH RI ZHLJKW VHQGLQJ D FKLOO GRZQ HOOD V

VSLQH DOO WKH ZD GRZQ WR KHU UHDU DV KH OHDQHG IRUZDUG DQG

ZKLVSHUHG , P MXVW FXULRXV KRZ RX GLG LW 7KDW LV ZK RX DUH

KHUH



:HOO , GRQ W NQRZ VKH WKRXJKW TXLWH KDUG ORRNLQJ RXW

WKH ODUJH ZLQGRZ 7KH ZDWHU ZDV DOZD V WKHUH DQG WKH UDWV FDPH

E WKHPVHOYHV

7KH ORUG WRRN D VWHS EDFN WRRN RQH JRRG ORRN DW WKH EDFN

RI KHU KHDG DQG QRGGHG WKHQ PRYHG LQWR KHU YLHZ IURP KHU

ULJKW DQG JUDEEHG D VOLFH RI FKHHVH GHYRXULQJ LW LQ D VLQJOH ELWH

He brie y turned his back on her to open the glass closet and
UHDFK IRU WZR JODVVHV WR SRXU VRPH RI KLV ZKLWH ZLQH H SXW

RQH RQ WKH GHVN IRU HOOD DQG NHSW RQH LQ KLV KDQG IRU KLPVHOI

7HOO PH KH DVNHG RQ VORZO WLOWLQJ WKH JODVV LQ KLV KDQG

shuf ing the wine before taking a sip, ‘‘are you aware of the
FRUUHODWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKH 0DQVHUV DQG WKH HVVHQFH RI HOHPHQWV

7KHUH LV QR FRUUHODWLRQ WKDW HVVHQFH GHQRXQFHG XV ZKHQ

ZH PDQDJHG WR ULVH DERYH LWV OLPLWDWLRQV 6KH VSXUUHG RXW WKH

well learned de�nition, slowly directing her gaze at the glass in
IURQW RI KHU 6KH QHYHU KDG WKH SULYLOHJH WR WDVWH SURSHU ZLQH

VKH QHYHU UHDOO FDUHG IRU DOFRKRO DQG FRQVLGHULQJ WKLV ZDV QRW

DQ RSSRUWXQH PRPHQW WR LQGXOJH LQWR WKDW FXULRVLW VKH GLG QRW

GDUH UHDFK IRU LW

‘‘Unfortunately, it de�nitely denounced us, all of us, but
RX 7KH /RUG VSRNH DQG GUDQN KLV ZLQH GRZQ WKHQ ORZHUHG

KLV JD H DW WKH WDEOH LQ IURQW RI KLP , DSRORJL H IRU GUDJJLQJ

RX WKURXJK WKH GXQJHRQV IRU WKH ODVW WKUHH PRQWKV EXW ZH KDG

WR EH FRPSOHWHO VXUH

:H VKH DVNHG ZLWK JHQXLQH FXULRVLW 6KH FRXOG FOHDUO

see and feel the pride �lling the lord’s heart as soon as he heard
WKH TXHVWLRQ DQG MXVW IRU D PRPHQW VKH IHOW PLJKW VWURQJ IRU

EHLQJ DEOH WR UHDG KLV WKRXJKWV EXW WKHQ VKH TXLFNO FRQFOXGHG

LW ZDV E QR PHDQV DQ DFFLGHQW 5HDGLQJ WKRXJKWV DQG HPRWLRQV

VROHO GHSHQGV RQ D VLQJOH IDFWRU WKH JDS RI ZLOOSRZHU EHWZHHQ

WKH LQGLYLGXDOV FDXJKW LQ WKH SURFHVV 7KH VWURQJHU FDQ HDVLO

UHDG WKH WKRXJKWV RI WKH ZHDNHU DQG SUHYHQW KLP IURP UHDGLQJ

KLV RZQ DQG FRQVLGHULQJ WKH ORUG LV XQGRXEWHGO WKH PLJKWLHVW



LQGLYLGXDO LQ WKH UDJRQV 1HVW WKH RQO ZD IRU DQ RQH WR UHDG

KLV WKRXJKWV LV IRU KLP WR YROXQWDULO DOORZ VXFK D WKLQJ

0 GDXJKWHU DQG P VHOI RI FRXUVH H KXPEO VPLOHG

:H YH EHHQ WU LQJ WR UHJDLQ FRQWURO RYHU WKH DELOLWLHV WKDW WKH

essence of elements had sel�shly denied us for quite a while.
0D EH RX WKH RQO 0DQVHU ZKR UHWDLQHG WKDW FRQQHFWLRQ

FRXOG KHOS XV HOOD IHOW D VXUJH RI SULGH UHDOL LQJ VKH KDG

suddenly become perhaps the most in uential individual in the
HQWLUH RPLQLRQ EXW RI FRXUVH VKH GLG KHU EHVW WR VXSSUHVV

KHU HPRWLRQV WR UHPDLQ KXPEOH DQG UHIUDLQ IURP DQ RXWEXUVW

RZ FDQ , KHOS RX VKH EUDYHO DVNHG VWDULQJ DW KLP

ZLWK D JD H RI FRPSOHWH GHGLFDWLRQ D JD H XVHG RQO E WKRVH

DEOH DQG ZLOOLQJ WR OD GRZQ WKHLU OLYHV IRU WKHLU FDXVH ZLWKRXW

VHFRQG JXHVVLQJ DQ WKLQJ 6KH ZDV ZLOOLQJ WR GLH IRU KLP

EHFDXVH HYHQ WKRXJK KH ZDV D WHUURU WR EHKROG KH ZDV DQ

H[FHSWLRQDO UROH PRGHO IRU DQ RQH ZKR ZDONHG GRZQ WKH SDWK

RI WKH 0DQVHU

7KH FDUULDJH WR /DNULPDU LV DOUHDG ZDLWLQJ IRU RX DW WKH

PDLQ JDWH RX ZLOO EH SURYLGHG ZLWK DQ WKLQJ RX UHTXLUH :KHQ

6RQ D UHWXUQV IURP KHU MRXUQH ZH ZLOO FRPPHQFH ZLWK RXU

PLVVLRQ , UHFRPPHQG RX EUXVK XS RQ HYHU WKLQJ RX OHDUQHG

VR IDU LQ WKH PHDQWLPH RX DUH H[FXVHG QRZ EXW UHPHPEHU

WKLV LV D VHFUHW RQO WKH WKUHH RI XV DUH DZDUH RI H FRQFOXGHG

DQG GUDQN KLV ZLQH

HOOD JRW XS IURP WKH GHVN DQG ERZHG SROLWHO WXUQHG

DURXQG DQG VORZO OHIW WKH URRP V VRRQ DV WKH GRRU FORVHG

EHKLQG KHU VKH JULQQHG OLNH QHYHU EHIRUH DQG JOHHIXOO SURFHHGHG

IXUWKHU GRZQ WKH FRUULGRU

/HIW FRPSOHWHO DORQH DJDLQ WKH ORUG UH DUUDQJHG DOO RI KLV

SDSHUV DQG JHQWO JHVWXUHG WRZDUGV WKH IRRG RQ WKH GHVN 7KH

SODWH KROGLQJ WKH IULHG PHDW REH HG KLV FRPPDQG DQG VOLG LQWR

KLV UHDFK IWHU ELWLQJ D FKXQN RXW RI WKH SLHFH KH FKRVH KH

JHVWXUHG WRZDUGV HOOD V JODVV DQG LW DOVR VOLG DFURVV WKH WDEOH



SURYLGLQJ KLP DQRWKHU GULQN H WXUQHG DQG VWDUHG GRZQ

WKURXJK WKH ZLQGRZ ZDWFKLQJ RYHU WKH FDUULDJH ZDLWLQJ IRU LWV

prestigious passenger, turning his attention to �nishing his meal,
RU DW OHDVW ZKDW ZDV OHIW RI LW
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7KH ZHQW RXW RI WKH SULYLOHJHG ORGJLQJV VWUDLJKW LQWR WKH

FLW FDUULDJH UHDFKLQJ WKH /XVLGD GRFNV DIWHU D VKRUW ULGH ZLWK

EUHDNQHFN SDFH 7KH VXQ KDGQ W PDQDJHG WR FOLPE LWV ZD KLJK

HQRXJK WR OHDYH WKH PRUQLQJ EHKLQG E WKH WLPH WKH WULR ZDV

DOUHDG KHDGLQJ RXW WR VHD VDLOLQJ RXW RI /XVLGD DV TXLFN DV

they’ve arrived. For the very �rst time, their assignment was
WDNLQJ WKHP EH RQG WKH UHDOPV RI WKH IDPLOLDU DQG WKH VDQFWXDU

RI IULHQGO WHUULWRU LQWR WKH XQNQRZQ ,W VHHPHG MXVW DV H[FLWLQJ

DV LW ZDV WHUULI LQJ

7KH UHFUXLWHU KDGQ W VDLG D ZRUG GXULQJ WKHLU FDUULDJH ULGH

KH GLG QRW IHHO WKH QHHG WR 7KH PRGHVW IULJDWH WKH ZHUH QRZ

sailing on had sailed under the republic ag at �rst, replacing
LWV EDQQHU DV VRRQ DV WKH FDWKHGUDO GLVDSSHDUHG RQ WKH KRUL RQ

now bearing a large, square ag depicting a white unicorn within
D UHG VKLHOG

RX GRQ W VHHP VXUSULVHG 7KH UHFUXLWHU QRWHG DV KH

DSSURDFKHG WKH WULR RQ WKH GHFN UHDOL LQJ WKH DUHQ W SD LQJ

even the slightest bit of attention to the ag, or any of the crew
IRU WKDW PDWWHU H[SUHVVLQJ QRWKLQJ EXW PLOG H[KDXVWLRQ DQG

DQQR DQFH

7KHUH LV QR VXFK WKLQJ DV EDG PRQH .ULV UHSOLHG LQ D ZD

RQO D SURSHU PHUFHQDU FRXOG DSSUHFLDWH

,Q WKDW FDVH OHW XV SURFHHG H QRGGHG LQ DSSUHFLDWLRQ

DQG SXOOHG RXW D EURDG PDS RI WKH FHQWUDO .DOHGRQLDQ UHJLRQ

VSUHDGLQJ LW RYHU RQH RI WKH FUDWHV WKH PHUFHQDULHV WDNLQJ QRWH

RI KLV DFWLRQ DQG LPPHGLDWHO DSSURDFKLQJ WR REVHUYH 2XU ODVW

3



FRQWDFW ZLWK WKH SUHYLRXV H[SHGLWLRQ ZDV KHUH LQ /HZLQ DERXW

WZR ZHHNV EHIRUH ZH VHQW WKH PHVVDJH RXU ZD H H[SODLQHG

WDSSLQJ WKH PDS VRPHZKHUH QHDU WKH PLGGOH RI WKH PDLQ URDG

FRQQHFWLQJ 7ULFLD DQG USHQLD

7KDW V DOO RX JRW 9LFWRULD PXWWHUHG DIWHU D EULHI PRPHQW

RI VLOHQFH ZKLFK PDGH .ULV PRUH WKDQ GLVJUXQWOHG H ZDV

UROOLQJ ERWK KLV H HV DQG KLV PRXWK EXW DJDLQ KH NHSW ZKDWHYHU

KH KDG RQ WRS RI KLV PLQG IRU KLPVHOI

3UHWW PXFK 7KH UHFUXLWHU VKUXJJHG ,W LV XS WR RX

WR H[SORUH WKH DUHD DURXQG /HZLQ DQG HOLPLQDWH ZKDWHYHU

LV GLVUXSWLQJ RXU FRQYR V WKHQ EULQJ WKH SURRI RI RXU

DFFRPSOLVKPHQW EDFN WR PH

RZ PXFK WLPH GR ZH KDYH DVNHG 1LFN WDNLQJ D

FDUHIXO ORRN DW WKH PDS 7KH UHJLRQ WKH UHFUXLWHU KDG SRLQWHG

DW DSSHDUHG WR EH D FRPELQDWLRQ RI KLOO WHUUDLQ PLQRU JRUJHV

DQG WKLFN IRUHVWV QRW XQOLNH WKH LQGLJHQRXV DUHDV RI FHQWUDO

0DFDWHUUD ZKHUH WKH QHDUO ORVW WKHLU OLYHV GXULQJ RQH RI WKHLU

UHFHQW SXUVXLWV

,I ZH DUH WR WDNH WKH MRXUQH KRPH LQWR DFFRXQW , G VD

WKUHH PRQWKV IURP RXU GURS RII ,I , GRQ W KHDU IURP RX E

WKHQ RX OO EH GLVFDUGHG LQ IDYRU RI DQRWKHU JURXS

7KUHH PRQWKV 9LFWRULD VWDUHG DW KLP FRPSOHWHO

dumbfounded, �nally realizing the true scale of their
SUHGLFDPHQW ,W ZDV RQO WKHQ VKH KDG UHDOL HG ZK WKH SULFH WDJ

RQ WKLV DVVLJQPHQW ZDV VR GDPQ KLJK

-XGJLQJ IURP RXU UHSXWDWLRQ WKH UHFUXLWHU UHOLVKHG ,

WKLQN WKDW V PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK WLPH :H OO EH DUULYLQJ DW 6RUUD

LQ DERXW D PRQWK DQG RX OO EH GLVFUHWHO GURSSHG RII WKHUH ,

VXJJHVW RX XVH WKDW WLPH WR IDPLOLDUL H RXUVHOYHV ZLWK WKH PDSV

RI WKH UHJLRQ PD EH FRS D FRXSOH RI WKHP H DGGHG DQG

VWUDLJKWHQHG KLV EDFN JURDQLQJ LQ PLOG SDLQ

:KDW PDSV 1LFN ZRQGHUHG



7KRVH PDSV WKH UHFUXLWHU SRLQWHG KLP WRZDUGV RQH RI

KLV WDOO VXERUGLQDWHV UDSLGO DSSURDFKLQJ ZLWK TXLWH D EXQGOH

LQ KLV KDQGV V VRRQ DV KH VODPPHG KLV EXQGOH LQ IURQW RI WKH

PHUFHQDULHV KH SRLQWHG RXW VHYHUDO GHWDLOHG PDSV RI WKH UHJLRQ

VWDUWLQJ IURP WKH QRUWKHUQ VKRUHV DQG HQGLQJ ZLWK WKH VRXWKHUQ

ERUGHU UHJLRQ IDPLOLDU WR PRVW DV WKH *KRVW LOO

7KLV LV QRW KRZ ZH RSHUDWH 9LFWRULD VFUHDPHG LQ DQJHU

EXW VWUDQJHO QRERG VSDW EDFN DW KHU QRW HYHQ WKH UHFUXLWHU

ZKR ZDV DOUHDG KHDGLQJ WR WKH RWKHU HQG RI WKH VKLS

RZ DUH WKH VXSSRVHG WR NQRZ ZH UHDOO GLG LW .ULV

GLVFUHWHO ZKLVSHUHG WR 1LFN

:HOO LI ZH GRQ W VKRZ XS LQ /XVLGD LQ WKUHH PRQWKV WLPH

ZH ZRQ W JHW SDLG DW DOO DQG LI ZH WU WR VFUHZ WKHP RYHU ,

IHHO WKH DUH JRLQJ FDWFK XS ZLWK XV VRRQHU UDWKHU WKDQ ODWHU

1LFN TXLHWO UHVSRQGHG WDNLQJ QRWH RI WKH LQGLYLGXDO ZKR MXVW

JDYH WKHP D VXEVWDQWLDO SLHFH RI KRPHZRUN 7KH PDQ SXOOHG D

SLHFH RI ZULWLQJ FRDO ZUDSSHG LQ D WKLQ OD HU RI OHDWKHU VWRRG

VWLOO IRU D PRPHQW WR FRQWHPSODWH KLV RSWLRQV DQG SURFHHGHG WR

JLYH LW WR 1LFN WKHQ WXUQHG DURXQG DQG GLVDSSHDUHG WKH ZD KH

FDPH 1LFN LPPHGLDWHO SXW WKH SLHFH RI FRDO DVLGH DQG EHJDQ

shuf ing through the maps along with Kris, trying to �nd the
RQH WKDW VXLWHG WKHP EHVW ZKLOH 9LFWRULD LQ KHU XVXDO PDQQHU

remained leaning on the nearest fence huf�ng and puf�ng like
DQ LJQRUHG KRXQG

7KH USHQLDQ IULJDWH PDQDJHG WR PDNH LWV ZD WR WKH

QRUWKZHVWHUQ .DOHGRQLDQ DUFKLSHODJR DIWHU WZR ZHHNV RI

VDLOLQJ DURXQG WKH UHHI FURVVLQJ LWV SDWK ZLWK VHYHUDO RWKHU VKLSV

EHDULQJ WKH EDQQHUV RI VHYHUDO .DOHGRQLDQ FRXQWULHV 2XW RI

HYHU RQH DERDUG 9LFWRULD VHHPHG WKH RQH PRVW VXUSULVHG ZKHQ

VKH QRWLFHG WKDW DOO VKLSV VHHPHG WR LJQRUH RQH DQRWKHU DV LI



DOO DQLPRVLWLHV EHWZHHQ WKHLU FRXQWULHV ZHUH VWULFWO OLPLWHG WR

VROLG ODQG 7KH ZHDWKHU ZDV IDYRUDEOH IRU PRVW RI WKH YR DJH

YLVLELOLW ZDV LGHDO DQG WKH VKRUH ZDV DOZD V SUHVHQW DW WKH HGJH

RI WKH KRUL RQ

7KH 3UHODWHV PDQDJHG WR WUDFN WKHLU SURJUHVV RQ WKH PDS

ZLWK UHODWLYH HDVH UHFRJQL LQJ WKH ODQGVFDSH DQG IDPLOLDUL LQJ

WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK WKH PDSV D DIWHU GD LVODQG DIWHU LVODQG

WKH ZHUH FORVLQJ LQ RQ WKHLU GHVWLQDWLRQ HYHU RQH GHDOLQJ ZLWK

WKHLU ERUHGRP LQ WKHLU RZQ GLIIHUHQW ZD 8QOLNH WKH RWKHUV

1LFN VSHQW PRVW RI KLV WLPH LQ KLV TXDUWHUV WU LQJ KLV EHVW WR

FRS DV PXFK RI WKH GHWDLOV IURP WKH SURYLGHG PDSV V IDU DV

KH ZDV FRQFHUQHG HYHU VLQJOH RQH RI WKRVH FRXOG EH RI JUHDW

LPSRUWDQFH

8QGHU WKH FORDN RI QLJKW DOPRVW D IXOO PRQWK DIWHU LW VHW

VDLO IURP /XVLGD WKH ORQH USHQLDQ IULJDWH UHDFKHG LWV LQWHQGHG

GHVWLQDWLRQ 7KH VHDV ZHUH XQXVXDOO FDOP DQG VLOHQW WKH IRJ KDG

reduced visibility to less than �fty meters and that made their
TXLHW DSSURDFK DOO WKH PRUH VXEWOH DQG OHVV OLNHO WR DWWUDFW DQ

NLQG RI DWWHQWLRQ

7KH RXWOLQHV RI WKH WKLFN IRUHVW WKH ZHUH DIWHU PDGH LWV

GHEXW RQ WKH HGJHV RI WKH KRUL RQ DKHDG :LWKRXW PXFK QRLVH

WKH VDLOV ZHUH VHFXUHG DQG WKH IULJDWH FUDZOHG WR D KDOW RQH RI WKH

ERDWV JRW ORZHUHG RQ WKH VLGH IDFLQJ WKH VKRUH PDNLQJ LWV ZD

WRZDUG LW ZLWK V QFKURQRXV PRYHPHQWV RI LWV RDUV 7KHUH ZHUH

VL[ RI WKHP LQ WKH ERDW WKUHH PHUFHQDULHV WZR FUHZPHPEHUV

DQG WKH UHFUXLWHU KLPVHOI KH ZDV WKH RQH WXUQLQJ WKH UXGGHU DQG

GLUHFWLQJ WKH ERDW NHHSLQJ D ORRNRXW RQ DQ VLJQV RI OLIH

*RRG OXFN DQG EH GLVFUHWH 7KH UHFUXLWHU ZKLVSHUHG DIWHU

Kris jumped out into the waist-deep water, barely able to muf e
KLV VFUHDPLQJ LQWR ZDLOLQJ ZKHQ WKH FROG VDQN LWV IURVW WHHWK

LQWR KLV JURLQ IWHU GURSSLQJ WKHP RII WKH ERDW GULIWHG EDFN WR

WKH RSHQ VHDV WKH PHUFHQDU WULR PDGH WKHLU ZD WR WKH VKRUH

EHDULQJ WKHLU IXOO ZRUNORDG 7KH IRJ PRYHG DORQJ ZLWK WKHP WKH



IULJDWH KDG YDQLVKHG DORQJ ZLWK WKH ERDW DV WKH VKURXGHG GHSWKV

IHOO FRPSOHWHO VLOHQW

0RYH LW 9LFWRULD EDUNHG LQ KHU XVXDO FRPPDQGLQJ WRQH DV

Nick was slowly falling behind while trying to �gure out the map
he had just reached for. He managed to �nd Lewin on it, as well
DV WKH WHQV RI NLORPHWHUV RI WKLFN IRUHVWV VWDQGLQJ EHWZHHQ WKHP

and the town, �guring it would be far easier to go around than
FUDZO WKURXJK )RUWXQDWHO WKHUH ZDV D VKRUH WRZQ QHDUE LW ZDV

QDPHG 6RUUD RQ WKH PDS WKH VDPH WKH UHFUXLWHU KDG PHQWLRQHG

EHIRUH 7KH RQO WKLQJ WKH UHFUXLWHU GLGQ W ERWKHU WR PHQWLRQ

DQG SUHWW PXFK HYHU ERG KDG IDLOHG WR WDNH LQWR DFFRXQW ZDV

WKDW WKH ZD DURXQG ZDV D ELW WRR ORQJ WR EH FURVVHG LQ D VLQJOH

GD RI ZDONLQJ

, VXUH KRSH LW V MXVW D EXQFK RI UDQGRP EHDVWV 1LFN

XWWHUHG DIWHU D ZKLOH PDQDJLQJ WR GLVUXSW WKH VLOHQFH WKDW KDG

EHIDOOHQ WKH JURXS 7KH ZHUH PDNLQJ VORZ SURJUHVV IROORZLQJ

WKH EDUUHQ VKRUHOLQH DOO WKH ZKLOH UHIHUHQFLQJ WKH PDS DQG

VHHNLQJ WKH RXWOLQHV RQ WKHLU VNHWFKHV ZLWK EDUHO DQ VXFFHVV

RX NQRZ ZKDW .ULV PRDQHG LI LW WXUQV RXW WKRVH

QXPEVNXOOV DUH DFWXDOO FRXQWHU LQWHOOLJHQFLQJ WKHLU DVVHV RYHU

RXU KHDGV ZH UH XWWHUO VFUHZHG

6KXW RXU DLU KROHV 9LFWRULD VSDW EDFN IURP WKH IURQW

PRDQLQJ DQG VWUHWFKLQJ KHU DUPV IRU WKH KXQGUHGWK WLPH :H OO

GR ZKDW ZH FDPH KHUH WR GR WKH FDQ EODPH WKH YDPSLUHV IRU

DOO , FDUH

ORRG ULJKW RX DUH PLVWUHVV LVVV .ULV PRFNHG KHU LQ

D SDWURQL LQJ YRLFH FDXVLQJ KHU WR EXUVW RXW LQ ODXJKWHU IRU WKH

�rst time in a while.
7KH PRUQLQJ FDPH DQG ZHQW DV WKH IRJ VORZO OLIWHG

UHYHDOLQJ D ZLGH VKRUH EUDFNHWHG LQ EHWZHHQ WKH HQGOHVV VHD RQ

RQH VLGH DQG D WKLFN IRUHVW RQ WKH RWKHU V WKH IRUFHG WKHLU

ZD WKURXJK DQ HQGOHVV VORJ RI VOXGJH DQG VKDOORZ PXG WKH



�nally managed to reach solid ground and stumble upon a thin
OD HU RI VKRUH IROLDJH 7KH WKRXJKW DERXW WDNLQJ D EUHDN EXW

WKHQ WKH VSRWWHG DQ XQNQRZQ VLOKRXHWWH DW WKH YHU HGJH RI WKH

IRJ ,W ZDV ORRPLQJ RYHU WKH ZDWHU DQG VHHPHG WR EH ZKLVSHULQJ

VRPHWKLQJ

7KH WULR SXOOHG RXW WKHLU ZHDSRQV DW WKH UHDG DQG VORZO

EHJDQ WKHLU DSSURDFK .ULV DQG 9LFWRULD ZHUH WKH RQHV JRLQJ LQ

WKH IURQW VORZO WLJKWHQLQJ WKH EXFNOHV RQ WKHLU JDXQWOHWV ZKLOH

1LFN ZDV WUDLOLQJ WZR VWHSV EHKLQG WKHP KROGLQJ KLV OHULF VWLFN

with both hands and ready to engage his �rst enhancement if
FDOOHG IRU

7KH DSSURDFKHG DQG TXLFNO UHDOL HG LW ZDV MXVW DQ ROG PDQ

GUHVVHG LQ D VRJJ EODFN UDLQFRDW VLWWLQJ RQ KLV VWRRO RQ WKH SLHU

URFNLQJ EDFN DQG IRUWK ZKLOH FRQVWDQWO PXWWHULQJ VRPHWKLQJ

LQWR KLV FKLQ H KDG D EHQW PHWDO EXFNHW QHDUE DORQJ ZLWK DQ

improvised �shing pole he had jammed in-between two planks
VR KH ZRXOGQ W ORVH LW

DXJKW DQ WKLQJ .ULV HOOHG RXW DV VRRQ DV WKH

DSSURDFKHG FORVH HQRXJK WR FOHDUO VHH KLP WR ZKLFK WKH ROG

PDQ MXPSHG XS RQ KLV IHHW LV VORZ PRWLRQ DQG KLV DWURSKLHG

IDFH ZHUH FOHDU VLJQV RI FRQVLGHUDEOH DJH DORQJ ZLWK KLV H HV

ZKLFK ZHUH LQFDSDEOH RI JUDVSLQJ WKH ZRUOG DURXQG KLP DV WKH

RQFH GLG VR WKH KDG WR EH RSHQ DV ZLGH DV SRVVLEOH

2K WKH UH DV ELJ DV WKH FRPH H FDOOHG EDFN LQ D

ULSSOLQJ YRLFH DV KH WXUQHG WKHLU ZD SRLQWLQJ DW WKH EXFNHW WR

show a pair of small, still �sh inside. ‘‘Would you join me for
GLQQHU KH VXGGHQO DVNHG VWUHWFKLQJ KLV QHFN RXW DV LI KH ZDV

WU LQJ WR VSRW VRPHWKLQJ IXUWKHU EHKLQG WKHP

:H GRQ W KDYH WKH WLPH .ULV SROLWHO UHSOLHG ORZHULQJ KLV

JXDUG DQG DSSURDFKLQJ WKH ROG PDQ RXOG RX VKRZ XV WKH

ZD WR /HZLQ KH DVNHG



1DK QDK KH PRDQHG WRRN D JRRG ORRN DW WKHP DQG

RSHQHG KLV PRXWK DV ZLGH DV KH FRXOG WRRN D GHHS EUHDWK

DQG FRQWLQXHG RX GRQ W ZDQQD EH ZDQGHULQJ DURXQG KHUH

de�nitely, not at all.’’ Even though he was wearing a thick
UDLQFRDW DQG HW DQRWKHU FRDW XQGHUQHDWK LW KH ZDV VKLYHULQJ

XQFRQWUROODEO DV LI WKH GUDIW KDG EORZQ LWV ZD WKURXJK KLP

ORQJ DJR LQ PRUH ZD V WKDQ RQH

,V WKDW VR 9LFWRULD MRLQHG LQ VSHDNLQJ XS PRUH VKDUSO

WKDQ VKH LQWHQGHG H[SHFWLQJ HW DQRWKHU SURORQJHG DQG UDWKHU

SRLQWOHVV VHQLRU OHFWXUH

XS DOO NLQGV RI FUD VWXII JRLQ DURXQG KHUH FUHHS

IUHDN KRUULEOH EDDDDDDDDG WKH ROG PDQ UDPEOHG RQ KLV YRLFH

WUHPEOLQJ RQ WKDW ODVW ZRUG RI KLV FOHDUO IULJKWHQHG RI WKH

SHUN JLUO ZKR GLG QRW VHHP WR EH ZLOOLQJ WR ORZHU KHU ZHDSRQV

RU VWRS VWDULQJ GLUHFWO DW KLP ,W VHHPHG OLNH VKH ZDV WU LQJ WR

strangle him with eye-contact alone, so much so he even brie y
VWRSSHG VKDNLQJ

:H UH DZDUH RI WKDW WKDW V ZK ZH UH KHUH 6KH SURXGO

ZDYHG KHU JDXQWOHW DQG KHU VKLHOG DURXQG MXVW LQ FDVH KH KDGQ W

QRWLFHG (LWKHU VKRZ XV WKH ZD RU SLVV RII 6KH JURZOHG

, UHDOO KDYH QR LGHD DERXW WKDW /HZLQ RI RXUV KH VSRNH

RQ ZLWK QRWDEOH HDVH UDLVLQJ KLV OHIW KDQG DQG SRLQWLQJ WRZDUGV

WKH RSSRVLWH VLGH IURP ZKLFK WKH FDPH EXW P EXGGLHV

SUREDEO NQRZ ZKR RX UH WDONLQJ DERXW -XVW IROORZ WKH URDG

DQG RX OO UHDFK WKHP , JXHVV

7KH FRQYHUVDWLRQ HQGHG WKHQ DQG WKHUH DV WKH WULR PDGH

WKHLU ZD GRZQ WKH VKRUH LQ WKH GLUHFWLRQ WKH ZHUH SRLQWHG WKH

ROG PDQ VDW EDFN RQ KLV VWRRO DQG EHJDQ PXPEOLQJ WR KLPVHOI

DJDLQ FRQWLQXRXVO OHDQLQJ EDFN DQG IRUWK MXVW OLNH KH GLG HDUOLHU

IWHU VHYHUDO NLORPHWHUV WKH VKRUH EHJDQ WR SXOO LWV ZD GHHSHU

LQODQG DQG PDGH D VKDUS WXUQ EHKLQG D ULIW :KHQ WKH UHDFKHG

WKH FXUE WKH VWXPEOHG XSRQ TXLWH D VHWWOHPHQW D VLJKW ZKLFK

ZDV MXVW DV LPSUHVVLYH DV LW ZDV GHSUHVVLQJ



6RUUD ZDV RQH RI WKRVH VHWWOHPHQWV QRW PDQ SHRSOH RXWVLGH

LOXVLD NQHZ RI DQG FRQVLGHULQJ ZKHUH LW ZDV ORFDWHG LW GLGQ W

FRPH DV PXFK RI D VXUSULVH ,W DSSHDUHG WR EH DQ LVRODWHG SODFH

TXLWH D ZD DZD IURP WKH PDLQ URDGV DQG IURP DQ QRWHZRUWK

traf�c. But seems it got a lot of unwanted attention recently,
DOPRVW DOO RI WKH KRXVHV DW WKH HGJHV RI WKH VHWWOHPHQW ZHUH

torn apart, dis�gured, neglected and abandoned. Those made of
ZRRG KDYH PRVWO EHHQ EXUQHG GRZQ RU URWWHG DZD ZKLOH WKH

RQHV PDGH RI VWRQH ZHUH LQ D VRPHZKDW EHWWHU FRQGLWLRQ EXW

QRW E PXFK 7KH YDVW DUUD RI UXLQHG KRXVLQJ ZDV GLVUXSWHG

ZLWK D SDOLVDGH ZDOO IRXU PHWHUV KLJK EXULHG LQ VROLG JURXQG

and surrounded by a deep moat �lled with stakes instead of
ZDWHU FRDWHG ZLWK QXPHURXV DQG FRORUIXO GHWHUUHQWV 7KHUH

ZDV RQO RQH ZD DFURVV WKH PRDW WKURXJK WKH SDOLVDGH JDWH

ZKLFK DOVR FRQWUROOHG WKH RQO GUDZEULGJH LQ WKH DUHD )RU WKH

VDNH RI EUHYLW D YDVW FOHDULQJ ZDV PDGH MXVW EHIRUH WKH PRDW

PRUH WKDQ HQRXJK WR RSHQ XS WKH YLHZ IRU WKH ZDWFKWRZHUV WR

VSRW DQ WKLQJ PRYLQJ RXW RI WKH DEDQGRQHG UXLQV WRZDUGV WKH

SDOLVDGH ,W VHHPHG 6RUUD KDG EHHQ VSOLW LQWR WZR SDUWV PRUH

WKDQ WKUHH TXDUWHUV RI LW ZDV OHIW DEDQGRQHG ZKLOH WKH UHPDLQLQJ

TXDUWHU VHHPHG OLNH D WLJKWO SDFNHG VXEXUE RI D VPDOO WRZQ

7KH PDGH WKHLU ZD GRZQ WKH SDWK DQG TXLFNO IRXQG

WKHPVHOYHV DPRQJ WKH UXLQV 7DNLQJ D FORVHU ORRN UHYHDOHG WKDW

DQ XVHIXO PDWHULDO KDG EHHQ ORQJ VDOYDJHG OHDYLQJ WKH DUHD IRU

QDWXUH WR FODLP DV KHU RZQ DJDLQ VRPHWKLQJ VKH ZDV GLOLJHQWO

ZRUNLQJ RQ Q UXLQV OHIW ZLWKRXW D URRI ZHUH DOPRVW FRPSOHWHO

FRYHUHG LQ IROLDJH ZKLOH WKRVH VWLOO EHDULQJ DW OHDVW VRPHWKLQJ

WKDW UHVHPEOHG D URRI KHOG RQ WR WKHLU WUDFHV RI FLYLOL DWLRQ

6WHS E VWHS WKH PDGH WKHLU ZD GRZQ ZKDW VHHPHG WR EH WKH

PDLQ VWUHHW QRW WRR ORQJ DJR QRW EHLQJ HYHQ WKH VOLJKWHVW ELW

VXUSULVHG ZKHQ WKH SDOLVDGH JXDUGV EHJDQ VFUHDPLQJ DW WKHP WKH

YHU PRPHQW WKH FOHDUHG WKH ODVW SLHFH RI UXEEOH DQG VWHSSHG

LQWR RSHQ YLHZ



H ZKHUH GR D WKLQN RX UH JRLQJ DQ ROG JXDUG HOOHG

RXW LQ D IUDLO YRLFH IURP RQH RI WKH ZDWFKWRZHUV ZHDULQJ D

XQLIRUP RI D 5DQJHU WKDW VDZ ZD WRR PDQ JHQHUDWLRQV RI

VHUYLFH WR EH FRQVLGHUHG EDWWOH ZRUWK

:H UH MXVW SDVVLQJ WKURXJK 9LFWRULD VFUHDPHG EDFN DW

KLP VR KDUG VKH QHDUO WRUH KHU WKURDW DSDUW

QG ZKHUH WKH KHOO DUH D KHDGHG FDPH D SUHWW REYLRXV

TXHVWLRQ

‘‘Why should you care, you old fart?’’ She muttered at �rst
EXW WKHQ GHFLGHG WR UHVSRQG SURSHUO :H UH ORRNLQJ IRU /HZLQ

6KH UDLVHG KHU YRLFH MXVW HQRXJK WR EH KHDUG LQ DQ DWWHPSW WR

NHHS KHU YRFDO FRUGV IURP DFKLQJ

7ULVWDQ JHW WKDW JDWH XS 7KH KHDUG WKH JXDUG V YRLFH RQ

WKH RWKHU VLGH RI WKH ZDOO :H YH JRW DQRWKHU GDPQ SDFN RI

PHUFHQDULHV H ZDV WDONLQJ PRUH WKDQ ORXGO HQRXJK IRU DOO

RI WKHP WR KHDU DV WZR RWKHU JXDUGV EHJDQ WXUQLQJ WKH ZKHHO

to lower the drawbridge. When it �nally made its way down and
JUDQWHG WKHP VDIH SDVVDJH WKH WULR IRXQG WKHPVHOYHV IDFLQJ QRW

WRR KXPEOH RI D JXDUG ZHDULQJ D W SLFDO .QLJKW DUPRU ZLWK

WKH PDUN RI 7ULFLD RQ KLV FKHVW D JUH VSDUURZ ZLWKLQ D ZKLWH

FRQWRXU RI D FDVWOH H KDG WZR RI KLV VXERUGLQDWHV VWDQGLQJ

ULJKW EHKLQG KLP DW WKH UHDG

*XHVV ZH UH QRW WKH RQO RQHV SDVVLQJ WKURXJK KXK .ULV

VSRNH XS DV VRRQ DV WKH DSSURDFKHG KLP 7KH JX ZDV PRUH

WKDQ WZR PHWHUV LQ KHLJKW DQG ORRNHG OLNH D KLJKODQGHU ZKR MXVW

UHFHQWO JRW UH LQWURGXFHG WR FLYLOL DWLRQ

6R RX KHDUG WKDW KH VSRNH LQ D FRQGHVFHQGLQJ DQG

UDWKHU GHHS YRLFH IDNLQJ D KXPEOH VPLOH DQG UHYHDOLQJ WZR URZV

of bright, white teeth. ‘‘No, you’re not the �rst ones and you
ZRQ W EH WKH ODVW 3OHDVH IROORZ PH H SROLWHO WXUQHG DURXQG

DQG PDGH KLV ZD GHHSHU LQWR WKH VHWWOHPHQW



V WKH PRYHG DPRQJ WKH SRSXORXV WKHLU DWWHQWLRQ ZDV

PRVWO IRFXVHG RQ WKH SDOLVDGH 7KH IRUHVW ZDV FOHDUO YLVLEOH

IURP ZLWKLQ WKH SDOLVDGH EXW LW VHHPHG WR EH VSDFHG RXW IDU

HQRXJK WR SUHYHQW DQ FUHDWXUH IURP MXPSLQJ WKH JDS -XGJLQJ

E WKH DSSHDO DQG WKH PRRG ZLWKLQ WKH VHWWOHPHQW WKH SDOLVDGH

ZDV FOHDUO GRLQJ LWV MRE DW NHHSLQJ ZKDWHYHU KDG SORZHG LWV ZD

WKURXJK WKH UHPDLQGHU RI 6RUUD DW ED 7KH KRXVHV VHHPHG ZHOO

PDLQWDLQHG DQG WKH SHRSOH ZDONLQJ DURXQG ZLWKRXW PXFK

FRQFHUQ IRU WKHLU VDIHW

1LFH ZDOOV RX KDYH KHUH 9LFWRULD WDXQWHG WKH JXDUG

7UXH H WRRN WKH EDLW DQG EHJDQ VSXUULQJ GLDORJ DV KH ZDV

ZDONLQJ WKHP GRZQ WKH PDLQ VWUHHW (YHU VLQFH ZH PDQDJHG WR

JHW WKH SDOLVDGH XS 6RUUD LV UHFRYHULQJ ,W V VORZ LW V KDUG EXW DW

OHDVW LW V VDIH H VSRNH LQ DSSDUHQW DSDWK UHSHDWLQJ WKH VDPH

ROG OLQHV KH KDG WKH FKDQFH WR UHKHDUVH D WKRXVDQG WLPHV

Q XQXVXDO RFFXUUHQFHV ODWHO 1LFN DVNHG LQ VRPHWKLQJ

RI D FUXGH WRQH UHDOL LQJ WKHLU SUHVHQFH GLGQ W DSSHDU XQH[SHFWHG

DQG WKDW ERWK WKH JXDUGV DQG WKH JHQHUDO SRSXODWLRQ GLGQ W VHHP

WRR FRQFHUQHG ZLWK WKHLU SUHVHQFH RU WKHLU LQWHQWLRQV

7UXWK EH WROG WKH JXDUG WKRXJKW IRU D PRPHQW DQG

VKLIWHG KLV WRQH QRZ WKDW , WKLQN DERXW LW WKH DWWDFNV KDYH

DOPRVW FRPSOHWHO VWRSSHG H ZDYHG WR D FRXSOH RI VHWWOHUV

ORLWHULQJ DW WKH QHDUHVW FRUQHU VHDWHG DURXQG D ZRRGHQ EDUUHO

DQG GULQNLQJ WKHLU EHHU 8S XQWLO DERXW WZR PRQWKV DJR ZH

FRXOGQ W JHW D EUHDN IURP WKRVH GDPQ IUHDNV EXW WKH EDUHO

PDNH DQ DSSHDUDQFH QRZ 6RPHWLPHV ZH VSRW WKHP ZDQGHULQJ

WKH UXLQV VRPH RI WKHP DSSURDFK WKH PRDW HYHU QRZ DQG WKHQ

so we chuck some �re at them and that’s pretty much it.’’
RZV WKH UHJLRQ GRLQJ 1LFN FRQWLQXHG WR LQTXLUH

RXOGQ W WHOO RX ZH YH EHHQ RUGHUHG WR VWD SXW H

VKUXJJHG RXU EHVW EHW ZRXOG EH WR DVN DURXQG RXUVHOI ,





VXSSRVH SHRSOH VHHP WR EH KDQGOLQJ WKHPVHOYHV TXLWH ZHOO 7KH

KDYHQ W EHHQ DVNLQJ IRU DQ KHOS VLQFH WKLV GDPQ WKLQJ EHJDQ

8PPP ZH ZHUH WROG WKHUH V VRPH NLQG RI ZHLUG VWXII

JRLQJ RQ DURXQG KHUH .ULV WKUHZ KLV RZQ REVHUYDWLRQ LQWR WKH

FRQYHUVDWLRQ FDXVLQJ WKH JXDUG WR GURS KLV KHDG DQG VLJK TXLWH

KHDYLO

, VHH RX PHW HQQ 3RRU EDVWDUG (YHU VLQFH KLV ZLIH

DQG GDXJKWHU JRW WRUQ DSDUW KH ORVW KLV GDPQ PLQG .HHSV

VLWWLQJ RQ WKDW GDPQ SLHU RI KLV IURP GDZQ WLOO GXVN MXVW WDONLQJ

to himself, eating nothing but raw �sh and sleeping in the ruins
RI KLV RZQ KRXVH H UHIXVHV WR HQWHU WKH SDOLVDGH ,W V D PLUDFOH

QRWKLQJ EDG KDSSHQHG WR KLP HW WKRVH IUHDNV VHHP WR EH

LJQRULQJ KLP IRU VRPH UHDVRQ :KR NQRZV PD EH KH V ULJKW

DQG PD EH VRPHWKLQJ RU VRPHRQH JUHDWHU WKDQ XV LV WR EODPH

, GRQ W NQRZ , P MXVW UDPEOLQJ

7KH HQFORVHG DUHD RI 6RUUD ZDVQ W D ODUJH RQH WR EHJLQ ZLWK

WKH PDQDJH WR UHDFK WKH VRXWKHUQ JDWH DIWHU QRW PXFK RI D

ZDON 6HHLQJ WKHP DSSURDFKLQJ WKH JXDUGV KDG DOUHDG ORZHUHG

WKH EULGJH DQG RSHQHG WKH JDWH EHIRUHKDQG DOORZLQJ WKHP

WR VHDPOHVVO SDVV WKURXJK WKH HQWLUH VHWWOHPHQW ZLWKRXW HYHU

VWRSSLQJ

7KLV LV ZKHUH ZH SDUW ZD V 7KH PDLQ JXDUG QRGGHG DV KH

VWRSSHG DW WKH IDU HQG RI WKH GUDZEULGJH WDNLQJ KLV RUGHUV QRW

WR OHDYH WKH SDOLVDGH TXLWH OLWHUDOO H VWRRG DVLGH DQG DOORZHG

WKHP WR SDVV GURSSHG KLV FORDN EDFN DQG UHVWHG KLV KDQG RQ WKH

KLOW RI KLV VZRUG DV LI KH JRW WLUHG E WKH EULHI WRXU .HHS JRLQJ

VWUDLJKW WKHQ WXUQ WRZDUGV 7ULFLD ZKHQ RX UHDFK WKH PDLQ URDG

RX VKRXOG KXUU LI RX ZDQW WR UHDFK /HZLQ E QLJKWIDOO WKLV

UHJLRQ FDQ EH TXLWH WUHDFKHURXV DW QLJKW HVSHFLDOO WKH ZRRGV

H VDLG KLV JRRGE HV DQG VDOXWHG WKHP 1LFN EHLQJ WKH RQO RQH

WR UHVSRQG ZLWK VDPH JHVWXUH DV KH ZDV WKH RQO RQH IDFLQJ KLP

DW WKH WLPH



1RZ WKDW KH ZDV GRQH HVFRUWLQJ HW DQRWKHU EDWFK RI

PHUFHQDULHV RXW RI WRZQ WKH JXDUG UHWXUQHG WR KLV GXWLHV

FRPPDQGLQJ KLV FRPUDGHV WR FORVH WKH JDWH DQG EHJLQ UDLVLQJ

WKH GUDZEULGJH 7KH 3UHODWH WKDW KDG MXVW VDOXWHG KLP VWRRG VWLOO

DV WKH ZLGH EULGJH PDGH LWV ZD EDFN LQWR LWV YHUWLFDO SRVLWLRQ

RQFH DJDLQ WKH SDWK EHKLQG WKHP ZDV FORVLQJ RII DQG IRUFLQJ

WKHP RQZDUG :KHQ WKH UDWWOLQJ RI WKH ZRRGHQ WDFNOHV DQG

WXJJLQJ FKDLQV GLHG RXW KH WXUQHG DURXQG DQG UDQ WRZDUGV WKH

RWKHU WZR

H FDXJKW XS ZLWK WKHP DV WKH ZDONHG DPRQJ WKH UXLQV

RQFH PRUH DQG EHJDQ FRQYHUVLQJ DERXW WKHLU RZQ SHUVRQDO

PDWWHUV XQDZDUH WKDW D SDUWLFXODU VHW RI H HV KDG MXVW ODLG WKHLU

VLJKWV XSRQ WKHP WKH YHU VDPH RQHV WKDW IROORZHG WKHP DURXQG

RQ HDFK DQG HYHU RQH RI WKHLU H[SHGLWLRQV 7KRVH P VWHULRXV

H HV ZHUHQ W IDU VWHDOWKLO FRQFHDOHG ZLWKLQ RQH RI WKH KLJKHVW

FDQRSLHV RXW RI KXPDQ UHDFK


